

Bible Team Trivia




instructions:

1. Each team consists of 3-4 persons, and each team will designate a team captain.
2. Open questions are worth 10 points.  For each open question, the first person of any team to     raise her/his hand will be called on to give an answer.  Judge(s) will decide who is first to raise her/his hand; judges’ decisions are final.  
3. If a person answers an open question correctly, her/his team will be asked two bonus questions, each worth 5 points.  Bonus questions will be related to the open question, may be more difficult, and may include related items outside the Bible, e.g., church history, theology, trick questions.
4. If the first team answers incorrectly, the second person to have raised her/his hand from any other team will be called on to answer.  No two persons on one team may answer the same open question.

5. Round 2: If a person answers an open question incorrectly, the question is worth 11 points, and goes to the next person.  The question accrues an additional point value after each incorrect answer, until all teams have had a chance to answer.  An occasional question may contain extra bonuses, trick questions, or multi-part bonus questions with different point spreads.







Round 1 





1. Complete this verse: “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and _______” 	
	[lean not on your own understanding; Prov. 3.5]
b1. Who said, “The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord”?	[Job; Job 1.21]
	b2. Which book contains the saying, “Of making many books there is no end”
		[Ecclesiastes 12]

2. On what day of Genesis 1 did God create plant life?	[day 3]
	b1. What did He create the next day?		[day + night]
	b2. What did He create land animals?		[day 6]

3. Which prophet was very hairy and wore a leather belt? 	[Elijah; 2K 1.18]
	b1. How did he find food at the Wadi Cherith, east of the Jordan, during the drought?
		[fed by ravens; 1K 17]
	b2. What happened to Queen Jezebel upon her death?  
		[devoured by dogs; 1K 16.30-31, 2K 9.36]

4. Which book of the Bible says, “Abstain from all appearance of evil”?	[1 Thess 5.22]
	b1. “For where your treasure is, ________” 	[your heart will be also; Lk 12.34]
	b2. What book of the Bible says “Cleanliness is next to godliness”  
		[American / English  folk saying; it is not in the Bible]

5. Who asked “Who can be born when he is old?”	[Nicodemus]
	b1. Which disciples asked to sit at the right hand of Jesus? 	[James + John; Mk 10]
	b2. Which disciple was originally called Levi? 	[Matthew; cf. Mk 3]

6. Who put out fleece to test God?	[Gideon, Jdg. 6.36-37]
b1. 42,000 Ephraimites died because they could not pronounce one word correctly.  What was that word?	[shibboleth; Jdg. 12.6]
	b2. Why did the townspeople want to kill Gideon?		
		[for tearing down the alter of Baal; Jdg. 6]




7. Which prophet said “Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel”?	[Isaiah 7.14]
	b1. What does Immanuel mean?	[God is with us]
b2. About whom was this statement made?  “Among those born of women, there is not a greater prophet than he.”	[John the Baptist]

8. Name the couple who died for lying to the Holy Spirit in Acts.	[Ananias + Saphira; 5.1-10]
	b1. Who travelled with Paul on his first missionary journey?  	[Barnabas; Act 13ff.]
	b2.  In which chapter of Acts did Peter first preach to and evangelize Gentiles?  [10]

9. Who was the brother of Moses? 	[Aaron; Ex. 7.1]
	b1. Which two spies spied out the land of Canaan and gave favorable reports?
		[Joshua + Caleb; Num. 14.6-9
	b2. Cite the book and chapter for this verse: “Be strong and of good courage”  
		[Joshua 1.6,9]

10. Which angel told Mary that she would be the mother of Jesus?		[Gabriel; Lk 1.26]
b1. Who was struck speechless for not believing the angel’s announcement about his son? 	[Zacharias; Lk. 1]
	b2. Give book and chapter references for both locations of Christ’s genealogies.  
		[Mt 1, Lk 3]

11. Who foretold the seven years of prosperity and seven years of famine in Egypt?	
	[Joseph; Gen. 41]
	b1. Who was the mother of Abraham’s first son? 	[Hagar; Gen. 16.15]
b2. Lot’s wife turned into a pillar of salt while fleeing the city.  Which city were they escaping from?	[Sodom; Gen 19]

12. Which king had 300 concubines?	[Solomon]
	b1. Who was Solomon’s mother?	[Bathsheba]
	b2. Who was David’s great-grandmother?	[Ruth; Ru 4.18-22]

13. Who was healed by Jesus —  the son or daughter of Jairus?	[daughter; Mk 5]
	b1. Was it the child or the servant of a centurion that Jesus healed?  [servant; Mt 8]
	b2. Which came first —  Jesus feeding the 4000, or his feeding the 5000?	[5000; Mt 14]

14. Where do we find this verse (give book + chapter) ?  “For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel”	[1 Thess. 4.16-17]
b1. In which book do we read, “Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus”? [Philippians 2.5]
	b2. To whom did Paul write this?  “Do not let anyone despise your youth”
		[Timothy; 1Tim 4.12]

15. Who asked, “Am I my brother’s keeper?”	[Cain; Gen. 4.9]
	b1. As a result of Adam’s sin, what (not who) became cursed?  	[the ground; Gn 3.17]
	b2. What place did God command Abram to leave when He first called him?
		[Ur (of the Chaldeans); Gen 15.7]

16. Who carried the cross of Jesus part of the way?	[Simon of Cyrene; Mt. 27.32]
	b1. Give two names for the hill on which he was crucified.	[Calvary, Golgotha]
	b2. What astronomical event marked his death?	[solar eclipse]

17. Complete this Proverb: “Whoever finds a wife finds _______”	[a good thing; Pr.18.22]
b1. If husbands do not respect their wives, what consequence can they expect, according to 1 Peter?	[prayers may be hindered; 1 Pt. 3.7]
	b2. Which chapter of Proverbs describes the wife of noble character?  	[31]

18. How long did Jesus stay after his resurrection?	[forty]
	b1. In which city were followers of Jesus first called ‘Christians’?	[Antioch; Acts]
	b2. What was the name of the queen for whom the Ethiopian eunuch worked?
		[Candace; Act 8.27]

19. Which book describes a man eating a scroll?	[Revelation; Rev 10.9-10]
	b1. Which chapter of Revelation describes the coming of Christ? 	[19]
	b2. Where was John when he wrote the book?	[Patmos]

20. Who said, “I am of slow speech, and of a slow tongue?”	[Moses; Ex 4.10]
	b1. Where did he exile himself after killing an Egyptian?	[Midian; Ex 2.16]
	b2. Which came first — the plague of frogs, or the plague of lice?	[frogs; Ex 8]

21. Who was it that wore clothes made of camel’s hair?	[John the Baptist; Mt 3.1,4]
	b1. Which three disciples witnessed the transfiguration of Jesus?	
		[James, Peter, John; Mk 9.2]
	b2. What kind of tree did Jesus curse and make die?	[fig tree; Mk 11.12-14]

22. Who did David have killed so he could take his wife?		[Uriah; 2Sam 11]
	b1. Which prophet confronted David about his sin?		[Nathan]
b2. What immediate judgment did Nathan pronounce upon David’s household for his sin?		[Bathsheba’s child died; 2Sam 12]

23. Who worked seven years to earn a wife?		[Jacob; Gen 29]
	b1. Name his two wives gained after 14 years of service.	[Rachel, Leah]
	b2. Who did he work for?	[Laban]



24. James says that the prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective; then he cites a famous OT prophet as an example.  Which prophet does he refer to?	[Elijah; Ja5.17]
	b1. What does James compare the human tongue to?	
		[rudder; fire; hellfire; deadly poison; Ja 3]
	b2. What famous theologian had some reservations about the book of James?   [Luther]

25. Which NT book + chapter describes saints who were martyred, and who the world was not worthy of?	[Hebrews 11]
	b1. According to tradition, which OT prophet was put in a log and sawed in half?
		[Isaiah]
	b2. According to church tradition, which of the 12 apostles was martyred in India?
		[Thomas]
	
26. Which book does this verse come from: “A time to kill, and a time to heal, a time to break down, and a time to build up; a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance...”	[Ecclesiastes 3.3-4]
b1. Ecclesiastes and Proverbs talk about two different kinds of wisdom.  How do they differ?		[Ec = worldly wisdom; Pr = divine wisdom]
b2. The word ‘fool’ in OT wisdom lit. describes a person with no moral or divine wisdom. Acc. to the Psalms, what do fools tell themselves?  [¬  God; Ps 14]

27. According to Jesus’ teaching, what is the proper procedure to follow when someone in the church has sinned against you?	[confront; witness + confront; disassociate]	
	b1. When the Pharisees asked Jesus why his disciples didn’t fast, how did he respond?
		[’cuz he was with them; Mk 2]
b2. Jesus’ teaching about eating his flesh and drinking his blood was later misinterpreted by pagan Romans and other Gentiles in what way?	[as cannibalism]

28. What city was Jesus in when he said that a prophet is without honor in his own town?
	[Nazareth]
	b1. What city was Goliath from?	[Gath; 1Sam 17.4]
	b2. What city did Jonah try to escape to when he ran away from God?  [Tarshish; 1.3]

29. Jesus travelled, preached, and performed miracles throughout Judea, Galilee, and another major province, known as the region of ten cities.  What was it called?	[Decapolis]
b1. Travelling between Galilee and the Decapolis, he went thru an area where Jews did not dare travel.  Which area was it?		[Samaria]
		b2. Jesus healed a crippled man at the Pool of Bethesda (or Bethsaida).  How long had he been crippled?	[38 years; Jn 5]

30. Which prophet was most famous for interpreting others’ dreams?	[Daniel]
	b1. Who was famous for his vision of the valley of dry bones?	[Ezekiel]
	b2. Who was called the weeping prophet?	[Jeremiah]


Round 2




1. As you know, the book of Psalms is the longest book in the Bible.  What is the shortest book? [Philemon]
	b1. Where is the longest chapter in the Bible?  [Ps. 119]
	b2. Where is the shortest chapter in the Bible? [Ps. 117]

2. The shortest verse in the Bible is located in the gospel of John.  Exactly where is it — chapter and verse? 	[Jn. 11.35]
	b1. Where is the longest verse in the Bible?  [Esther 8.9]
	b2. What is the longest book of the New Testament?  [Luke]

3. Which of the following does not have his/her own book in the Bible (written by or named
 after him/her) —  Obadiah, Zephaniah, Hezekiah, Jude, Philemon, or Moses?		[Hezekiah]
	b1. How many chapters are in Colossians? 	[four]
b2. St. Paul often used a personal secretary to write down his epistles for him. What was the technical term for this kind of scribe?  [amanuensis]

4. To which seven churches of Asia Minor did John addresses the book of Revelation?  Name at least four.	[Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, Laodicea]
	b1. What did he command the church of Laodicea to do?  
		[repent; buy “gold”, “white robes”, “ointment”; “open the door”]
	b2. Why did he encourage the church of Smyrna?  [affliction]

5. Which OT prophet made the following statement?:  “He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you, but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God”.		[Micah 6.8]
b1. Which prophet wrote about God’s outpouring of the Holy Spirit, which Peter quoted in his sermon in Acts 2?  [Joel]
b2. Which prophet condemned the people of Israel for robbing God of the tithe? [Malachi]

6. Which man in the OT lived to the age of 969 years, being the longest lived person in the Bible?		[Methuselah; Gen. 5]
	b1. His ancestor didn’t quite die, but was taken away.  Who was he?  [Enoch]
	b2. Which NT book quotes Enoch’s prophecy about Christ’s coming?  [Jude]


7. According to Paul in the book of Romans, what do we do to know God’s will?
	[living sacrifice]
b1. In the next chapter, how does he command us to relate to civil authorities and secular governments?  [obey]
b2. Fill in the blank from Romans:  “There is now therefore no ________ for those who ________”.  [condemnation, are in Christ Jesus; Rom. 8.1]

7. The NT epistles list many different spiritual gifts.  Name at least five.
[prophesy, ministering, teaching, exhortation, giving, leading; words of wisdom, words of knowledge, faith, healings, miracles, discernment of spirits, tongues, interpretation of tongues; apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, teachers]
	b1. Where are these gifts described?  Name three places — book and chapter.  
		[Rom. 12, I Cor. 12, Eph. 4] 		(2-2-2 pts.)
b2. Name all the fruit of the Spirit in Galatians.  
[love, joy, peace, patience (longsuffering), gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance (self-control); Gal. 5.27]

8. Which NT book describes false teachers as “waterless clouds carried along by the wind; autumn trees without fruit; wild waves of the sea; and wandering stars”?  	[Jude]
	b1. Which NT epistle was addressed to Gaius?	[3 John]
	b2. Who was the slave about whom Paul wrote to Philemon?	[Onesimus]

9. Which NT book states that “with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years like one day.”?		[2Pe 3.8]
	b1. What was the context of this verse?	[Christ’s return; judging the godless]
b2. What were Peter’s other names; two of his names mean what?	(2-2-2 pts.)
		[Simon, Cephas; rock]

10. What is the last line of Psalm 23?	
	[”And I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever”]
b1. Which Psalm says the following: “The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.”	[Ps 51.17]
b2. Which Psalm says the following: “The Lord is near to the brokenhearted, and saves the crushed in spirit.”	[Ps 34.18]

11. Jesus is called a high priest in the manner of _____?	[Melchizedek; Heb 7]
	b1. What was contained inside the arc of the covenant?	
		[ten commandments, Aaron’s rod, + a jar of manna; Heb. 9.4]
b2. Name two persons whom scholars and theologians cite as possible writers of the book of Hebrews.	[Paul, Apollos, Luke, Barnabas, etc.]

12. Where did St. Paul get shipwrecked on his way to Rome?  	[Malta; Act 28]
	b1. What happened to Paul there that shocked the natives?
		[a snake bit him, he shook it off into the fire, with no ill effects]
b2. Earlier in Athens, Paul proclaimed two things, which his pagan hearers mistook for foreign gods.  What were these things?  	[Jesus + resurrection; Act 17.18]

13. Which author wrote the ‘wife of noble character’ chapter in Proverbs 31?
	[King Lemuel (from his mother’s sayings)]
	b1. Not so noble, who was Hosea’s wife?	[Gomer]
	b2. Moses entered into an interracial marriage with Miriam.  Where was she from?
		[Ethiopia; Num 12.1]

14. What animals did Jesus compare the Pharisees to?	[a brood of vipers]
b1. When the prodigal son returned home, what kind of cow did his father kill for the feast?	[a fatted calf; Lk 15.30]
b2. How did Jesus make deviled ham? 	
[when he cast the 2000 demons from the Geserene demoniac into the herd of pigs, which cast themselves into the sea; Mk 5]
	
15. Leviticus specifies a certain place where people who committed accidental murders could go to for safety.  Where did they go?	[cities of refuge]
b1. Later on, the southern kingdom of Judah spent 70 years in captivity.  The number was based on the number of times the Israelites failed to observed a certain holiday commanded in the OT law, in Leviticus.  What was this holiday time?	
		[year of jubilee]
	b2. An Israelite male was exempt from military service for how long after marriage? 
		[one year; Dt 24.5]

16. Which angel fought with the dragon in Revelation? 	[Michael; Rev 12]
	b1. Rev. chapter 1 promises what for those who read the book and take it to heart? 
		[blessing; 1.3]
	b2. Who holds the keys of death and Hades?	[Jesus; Rev. 1.18]

17. Which man kept some of the spoils after the battle of Jericho and brought punishment to Israel?		[Achan; Jo 7.1]
b1. In the land that Joshua and the Israelites were conquering, one tribe used trickery to make a peace treaty with the Israelites.  Which tribe was it?	
		[Gibeonites; Jo 9]
b2. After Joshua’s death, who was the first judge to rule in Israel and deliver the Israelites from foreign oppression?	[Othniel; Ju 3]

18. Where did Jacob have his dream of the ladder reaching up to heaven?	[Bethel; Gen 28]
	b1. After what event was his name changed to Israel?	[wrestled with God; Gen 32]
	b2. At the end of his life, where did Jacob settle down?	[Goshen, in Egypt; Gen 46]
	

19. Who was the first disciple to be put to death for his faith?	[James; Ax 12.1-2]
	b1. After the NT period, who was the first famous bishop martyred by the Romans?
		[Polycarp]
	b2. What 4th century church writer wrote his History of the Christian Church? 	
		[Eusebius]

20. Which prophet used salt to miraculously purify drinking water?	[Elisha; 2K 2.20-22]
	b1. In a later miracle, what did he cause to float on top of the water of the Jordan River?
		[an ax head; 2K 6]
	b2. What Aramean official did he heal of leprosy?	[Naaman; 2K 5]

21. Which two people were raised from the dead in the book of Acts?	
	[Dorcas, Eutychus]
	b1. Which apostle raised Dorcas?	[Peter; Ac 9]
b2. St. Paul raised Eutychus from the dead after he fell asleep and fell down to the ground from a third-floor window.  In which city did this happen?	[Troas; Ac20]

22.  Name three biblical characters who fasted for three days.
	[Jesus, Moses, Elijah; Mt. 4.1-2; Ex. 34.27-28; 1K 19.2,8]
	b1. How many of each animal did Moses take into the arc?	[none; it was Noah]	
	b2. When Jesus was fasting in the desert, what three things did Satan tempt him with?
(2-2-2 pts.)     [turn stones into bread, throw himself down from top of temple, power over kingdoms of the world if He worshiped him; Mt 4]

23. Name Ruth’s husband.	[Boaz]
	b1. Who was her mother-in-law?	[Naomi]
	b2. In what place did Ruth come to secretly at night make a date with Boaz?
		[threshing floor; Ru 3]

24. Which prophet complained to God, first about the wickedness in the land, then about God’s answer that He would use an evil pagan nation to judge the prophet’s own people?  [Habakkuk]
	b1. Which book precedes Habakkuk?	[Nahum]
b2. Which prophet played an active role in encouraging the rebuilding of the temple after the return from the exile?	[Haggai]

25. Which Assyrian king came against Jerusalem in the 14th year of King Hezekiah?
	[Sennacherib; Is 36]
	b1. How many Assyrian soldiers did the death angel kill?	[185,000; Is 37.36]
b2. Later, when Hezekiah was deathly ill, Isaiah gave him a sign that he would recover.  What astronomical sign was given?	
		[the sun receded (ten steps on the Ahaz observatory); Is 38.8]


26. Quote the Great Commission passage from Mt. 28 —  the entire passage.
	[“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciple of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the earth.”; Mt 28.18-20]
	b1. (10 pts.) Name the first two Christian groups / sects who sent missionaries to China.
		[Nestorian, Jesuit]
b2. Which 5th century saint first Christianized England?  	[Augustine]
	b3. Who first evangelized Ireland?	[St. Patrick]
b4. Another 4th century saint of the same name was the most famous theologian in history, St. Augustine of Hippo.  Name one of his theological works.
		[Civitas Dei, Summa Theologica, Confessiones...]

27. Complete the following verse: “For I know that my Redeemer lives, ______”
[ “...and that at the last day He will stand upon the earth25; (26and after my skin has been thus destroyed, then in my flesh I shall see God)”] [Jb 19.25-26]
	b1. Who said this verse?	[Job]
	b2. Name his three self-righteous friends, and his one godly friend who rebuked him.
		(2-2-2-2 pts.)		[Bildad, Zophar, Eliphaz; Elihu]

28. “Let everything that has breath praise the Lord” comes from which Psalm?	[Ps 150]
	b1. Ps. 121:1 says “I lift up my eyes to the hills — where does my help come from?”
		How does it continue in verse 2?
		[My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth]
b2. Some Psalms, such as #120-134, were composed for people to sing while they were going to Jerusalem to worship.  What term is used for these psalms?	
		[psalm of ascents]

29. Which prophet named his child Maher-Shalel-Hash-Baz?	[Isaiah; Is 8.3]
	b1. Which prophet named his child Lo-ruhamah?	[Hosea; Ho 1.6]
b2. Who was the handicapped member of Saul’s family that David took care of and took in to his royal courts?	[Mephibosheth]

30. Who said this?  “My little finger is thicker than my father’s waist.”	[Rehoboam; 2Ch 10]
	b1. Who said this? “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”    [Jesus; Lk 4.21]
b2. Who said this? “Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.”	
		[Peter; Ac 2.36]






31. Whose predictions projected the time of Christ’s coming?	[Daniel]
		b1. An important series of political rebellions happened in Israel between the times of the OT and NT, which were also predicted by Daniel.  These revolts are chronicled in some of the historical books of the Apocrypha.  What revolts were they?
		[Maccabean revolts]
b2. As you recall, Daniel had a scary encounter with some very large cats, which God delivered him from.  What happened to the plotters who set him up?
		[they and their families were thrown into the lion’s den; Dn 6]

32. What mistreatment of indentured servants (slaves) did Jeremiah protest?
[the Israelites were commanded to release their slaves; after doing so, they took the slaves back into captivity; Je 34]
	b1. Why was Jeremiah thrown into a well?	
[Because he prophesied judgment against Israel and Babylon capturing Jerusalem, some officials had King Zedekiah thrown into a cistern; Je 38]
	b2. Was it Jeremiah or Ezekiel who had the vision of the chariots of fire?







tie-breakers



1. Who had a vision of a flying scroll?	[Zechariah; Ze 5]
2. What did Abraham call the place where he was about to sacrifice Isaac?	
	[Jehovah-jireh, ‘the Lord will provide’; Gen 19.23-24]
3. The prophet Obadiah hid how many of God’s prophets in caves to protect them from Queen Jezebel?	[100; 1K 18.4]
4. Name the one and only book of the Bible specifically addressed to a woman?	[2John]
5. Identify the book with this verse: “Our skin was black like an oven because of the terrible famine”	[Lamentations 5.10]
6. Who set fire to 300 foxes’ tails?	[Samson]
7. Who was the first polygamist mentioned in the Bible?	
	[Lamech; Gen 4.19; his punishment was having two mothers-in-law]
8. While with his disciples after His resurrection, Peter caught a miraculously large number of fish in his net.  According to John 21.11, how many fish were caught?	[153]
9. Who said of the Lord, “He sits enthroned above the circle of the earth”?	[Isaiah 40.22]
10. Who was Jeremiah’s personal secretary, who has a book named after him in the Apocrypha?
	[Baruch]


