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Daniel 6: Cats! 
,

Daniel in the Lions' Den

“Prayer is like oxygen, without which our spirits suffocate.”   – Isaac Newton

Themes.
Key areas of discussion include:

1. our personal character and witness
2. relating to non-believers and those who dislike us
3. handling difficulties, persecution, and mistreatment from others
4. understanding such difficulties as part of God's plan, and as opportunities for God's glory

Companion passages.
James 1:1-19 proper spiritual attitude toward trials
Romans 8:28, 38-39 God works out everything for His good; nothing will separate us from Him
Psalm 61, Psalm 64 God as our shield, protection, and refuge – our source of personal security and defense
Daniel 5 background to ch. 6

Questions and issues.
Our college and grad school years present us many new trials and difficulties, and often times new kinds of

situations that we've never faced before. First and foremost, we have lots of new freedoms, and find it hard to live a
disciplined spiritual life in a way that glorifies Christ and that serves as a good witness to others. How do we stay
focused on Christ and avoid being corrupted by worldly influences? There are all kinds of temptations facing us at
this stage in our lives – from things like wasting time and goof off, indulging in pleasure, marathon 18-hour Starcraft
sessions, or making school and learning more important in your life than God, to things like cheating on exams,
getting caught up in the academic rat race and battles of academic egos, giving up church due to academic pressure or
personal difficulties, and so on. A more subtle temptation is to be quiet as a Christian. The world, especially the
academic and professional world with all its philosophical relativism, does not like some of the things we believe. So
while we have to be sensitive to the nature of academic culture, we should not give in to the subtle pressure to keep
quiet about our faith. But it is sometimes hard to express our faith in a way that does not appear to other academic
people as foolish, simplistic, backwards, artificial, or superficial. 

Christians so often focus narrowly on a few issues of their spiritual lives. We pride ourselves that we can maintain
our daily devotionals, or take pride in the fact that we don't mix with a sinful crowd. But how about, for example, how
we interact with others – do we do so in a way that glorifies God, or are we self-righteous and aloof? Or how we
interact with parents and family members? This leads to the concept of integrity, which we see in Daniel's life. The
word integrity comes from the Latin word for 'whole' (as in integers = whole numbers). This means being spiritually
and morally complete, balanced, and fully consistent in all aspects of our lives, not just in selected areas. 

But if we choose to walk closely with God and be consistent in our faith, this invites social pressure or even
ridicule – mild or latent forms of persecution. We sometimes find ourselves in difficulties just because we're
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Christians and others don't like us. In general, we face new kinds of difficulties in college and grad school, and more
await us in the outside world when we graduate. These may be difficulties from others who don't like us as Christians,
problems that we get ourselves into, or often times, bad situations that simply befall us for no apparent reason. It's
often natural to ask why God would allow these difficulties to happen to us, and we feel discouraged because their
seems to be no way out and no clear reason for our suffering. Daniel's story gives us some perspective on such
situations. Daniel walked close enough with God that he did not fear unnecessarily, get angry or resentful, take
revenge, or give up in despair. Because he knew God as his personal defender and source of security, strength, and
protection, he was not so sensitive to insults and injuries from others. As a result, he felt no need to strike back in self-
defense, and he remained strong stable in the face of difficulties. From the passage we learn that there are some
reasons for difficulties that we suffer, when we look back on them. The main purpose in Daniel's trial was to glorify
God. God glorified Himself to others in the way He rescued Daniel, and in particular revealed Himself to Darius. He
glorified Himself thru Daniel's faithfulness and rescue. Thus, we read Daniel's final prayer glorifying God. As we say
in academia, given the circumstances, this seems counter-intuitive – contrary to normal expectations. But for those
who are spiritual, thanking God for His working thru our difficulties is not at all inconceivable.  

1. Godly character and witness. [6:1-15] 
Witness and heart motives. 
• Where was Daniel's main interest and motivation for serving as a government official?
• What was it about him that made him stand out?  (e.g., his character, how he did his job)
• Think of specific ways that Daniel probably differed in  behavior, lifestyle, work habits, etc.
• Do your moral character and lifestyle stand out from others? Your spiritual life? The way you work / study?
• What are specific ways you differ? Specific areas where you do not differ? 

What is witness?
• How do we distinguish ourselves from the world? 
• Is it just in the things we do and don't do? What is important besides behavior? (e.g., heart motives, quality

of our spiritual lives)?
• Does being a good witness mean you should be the best or most successful in your field / workplace? What

are the dangers of making “being the best” like this the basis of your witness?
• What are specific practices, attitudes, behavior, etc. in the academic world, work world, or your social life

where you have to be careful? What are specific pressures there that discourage you from being a witness?
• What is the difference between separating ourselves from the world morally vs. socially. Which are we to

do? Which are we not to do? Why? How do you achieve the right balance in your social life? 

Integrity. 
• What does the term integrity mean? How does Daniel exemplify this? In what areas can we improve in our

integrity as Christians? 
• If someone were looking for grounds to discredit you, how easy would it be for him/her to do so?

There are a lot areas that you could talk about under the topic of integrity – e.g., how you handle your free
time, study habits, Internet usage, how you relate to parents and family members, how you treat others, handling
personal responsibilities, handling money, the quality of your spiritual life, etc. The main focus here though is:

(a) How consistent are you in moral and spiritual integrity in all areas of your life;
(b) How deep is your commitment and effort to living a life of integrity;
(c) How superficially or deeply do you pursue godly character, a lifestyle that is an effective witness, and a

close walk with God;
(d) Your heart motives, not just your actions or behavior, in all you do – from how you conduct your spiritual

life to your academic life, are your motives God-centered or self-focused?

Accepting the consequences of righteousness. 
• Why did his pagan colleagues not like Daniel? 
• What are the risks of being a strong witness for the Lord? If that's the case, then why bother to do so?  
• How far are you willing to go in living a godly life, even if it invites ridicule, being socially excluded, or
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mistreatment from others?

Discuss the following: If you dare to be like Daniel in this regard, you may sometimes:
1.  Be inconvenienced by your convictions.
2.  Feel excluded by your peers, or sense their embarrassment toward you.
3.  Be overlooked for promotions and honors.
4.  Be viewed as old-fashioned, or as an obstacle to progress.

Darius.
• Why was the king fond of Daniel? 
• How did the officials manipulate Darius? 
• Why did he try so hard to protect Daniel? 
• Does your lifestyle / witness / spiritual life endear you to others? 
• Is it being a good witness if people generally don't like you? If they all like you? Are we to try to focus on

getting others to like us? On getting on their nerves (e.g., by being self-righteous)? (cf. Rom. 12:16-18)

2. When life is the pits (or in the pit).  [6:10-23]
Before.
• Daniel prayed three times a day (v10). How about you?
• Do you pray consistently, whether in good times or in times of difficulty? How about when you're very busy

with school / research / work? 
• Is your spiritual life (and prayer life) such that it remains consistently strong when you go thru difficulties,

are under stress, or are very busy? 

During & after.
• What reason did Darius have to believe that God could / would rescue Daniel? 
• Is it apparent (to other believers and to non-believers) that God is real in your life? That God is working in

your life? 
• What do you think Daniel did while in the lion's den? 

• Does Daniel seem angry or resentful? Is there any indication that we wanted revenge? Why? 
• What does that say about his spiritual life and his walk with God? 
• How can you undergo difficulties or mistreatment from others without anger, resentment, feelings of

revenge, etc.? What kind of mindset is necessary for that? 
• As believers, who is to be our source of security, defense, or protection in such situations? 
• Whom or what do we really rely on? Why is it dangerous to rely on your own strength or resources for

protection? 

Refer to Psalm 61 and/or Psalm 64. 
• What does it mean for God to be your source of personal security in such situations? 
• What does it mean to know or sense God's protection? His presence? 
• How can that help you from being overly sensitive to hurts, attacks from others, the emotional stress of

difficulties, etc.? From easily getting angry, defensive, resentful, vengeful, etc.? 
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3. Purpose of suffering. [6:10-28]1

• What lessons did Darius learn – i.e., what lessons did God teach Darius thru Daniel's ordeal? 
• What might Daniel have learned? 
• What was God's purpose in allowing all this to happen to Daniel? What divine purposes were accomplished

as a result? 
• What does Rom. 8:28 say about this? Are things supposed to work out for our immediate good? If God

works things out for His good, then does that mean they don't work out for our good? Are the two
contradictory? What then should be our focus when we undergo difficulties?

• What does this indicate about the purpose of trials, persecution, and difficulties in our lives? Why does God
allow us such problems to happen to us? How can they be for our benefit? For others' benefit? For God's
glory? 

Think of a particular difficulty that you have recently faced. 
• How was your attitude? Was it biblical, godly, appropriately spiritual? Did your faith grow as a

result of the trial? What divine purpose was accomplished? 
• When you're undergoing such difficulties, how can you have an attitude of wanting to glorify God?

Of wanting to see God glorified by your situation – even if you don't understand why it is
happening? 

• How can you pray accordingly? 
• How can this mindset help you endure? 

(Avoid being too theoretical here; focus on real examples and how you really do react or should react – keep the
discussion practical.)

4. Conclusion.
Besides your normal prayer and sharing, look at Darius' proclamation in v26-27. Make this your prayer –

adapt it to your life, and give God thanks and glory for what He has done in your life, in both good times and
bad. 

Notes.
Daniel = "God is my judge"; born c. 622 during King Josiah's reign. In 605 under King Jehoiakim, King Nebuchadnezzar

and the Babylonians conquered Jerusalem. Daniel and others were carried away, and he became an official of the king's
court. Daniel was elevated to third in command over the kingdom under Belshazzar's promise to Daniel in ch. 5:7,16,29.
The first was general of the army, the second president of the palace, the third as administrator over the land and
provinces.  

Lions: largest member of the cat family, attaining a size of up to 2.7m long, 180kg. They were apparently kept by kings for
purposes of entertainment, sport, and a cruel means of execution. They are no longer native to the Near East, but in
ancient times were common there. In ancient times, they were a common nuisance, as they could attack people in rural
areas, forests, the countryside, and while travelling; they were also a threat to sheep and shepherds. Upon meeting a lion
in the wild, cat allergies would not be your main concern. 

1 Note: This does not necessarily explain the reason for all of our difficulties, nor does it mean there is one
simple answer for why a believer undergoes any particular difficulty. God may have multiple reasons for
allowing a believer to undergo a particular difficulty, some of which may become evident after hindsight, well
after the situation is over; others may never become apparent in our lifetime and only when we get to heaven
will we find out everything. However, this passage teaches us that at least one major reason for many of the
difficulties, trials, and suffering that Christians face is for the ultimate purpose of God's glory. Thus, it
teaches us what kind of attitude we should have in any such situation – that we should face the problems we
go thru with an attitude of wanting to glorify God and for God to glorify Himself thru the situation, even if we
cannot understand why we are suffering. This kind of spiritual attitude is important for us to have, as it will
allow us to make at least some sense of things, and most of all, will allow us to endure and keep our faith
strong while under duress. 
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The kings. Nebuchadnezzar was the first king in the book of Daniel, Belshazzar was his wicked descendant (probably his
grandson); after an alliance of Persia and the Medes conquered Babylon under the profligate party animal King
Belshazzar (see ch. 5), Darius was the first king of the new Persian empire, followed by Cyrus. Persia = modern day
Iran; Media = part of Persia; Babylon = modern day Iraq. 

Persia & Media. Persia was a kingdom based in what is now southern Iran, and Media was based in central Iran. Though
separate kingdoms, they formed an alliance which together constituted a co-empire that dominated the Ancient Near
East from 539-331 B.C. The Persian king at this time was Cyrus the Great (Cyrus II), who founded the Persian empire in
559 B.C. and lead the Medo-Persian conquest of Babylon in 539 B.C. It was Cyrus who gave the order to allow the
Jewish exiles to return from Babylon to their Jewish homeland (Ezra 1). He was later killed in battle in 530 B.C. But
Babylon generally fell under administrative control of Media (which was geographically closer to Babylon than Persia),
led by King Darius, who reigned over Media from 522-486 B.C. It was Darius' orders that allowed the returned Jewish
exiles to finish rebuilding the temple in Jerusalem (Ezra 6). 

v1. We don't know how much time elapsed between Cyrus' conquest of Babylon in ch. 5 and the episode in ch. 6. It is
interesting, though, that Daniel found favor in the new king's eyes not too long after he took over, as officials of a
conquered kingdom normally would have been considered suspicious. 

v2. “so that the king might not suffer loss”: One major job duty involved managing tax revenues to make sure that provincial
governors or other officials collected taxes properly, or wouldn't mismanage or embezzle any money that was owed to
the king. Other officials = prime ministers, governors. Daniel was one of three commissioners whose job was to oversee
the 120 provincial governors that Darius appointed. He was then to be elevated above the other two administrators and
essentially put in charge of affairs of the whole kingdom (new empire, new government, so it isn't odd that the king
would make such major changes to the governmental structure). 

v6. "live forever": a common way of addressing kings, but used here to curry favor or “suck up” to the king; "consulted
together" really means 'conspired together'. The lied by saying that all had agreed to this plan, when Daniel was never
told anything. 

v9. The Medo-Persian empire was set up so that laws were irrevocable -- obviously, a very dumb way to set up an empire,
especially if you want it to last very long (it didn't). If you think modern governments don't do anything so foolish, just
take a look at California. (Or even the U.S. system of presidential elections.) 

v17. The king doesn't trust the other officials so he also makes them imprint their signatures on the stone so none of them
break in and personally finish Daniel off. This use of an imprint from an official's ring is perhaps similar to Chinese
name stamps (yìnzhāng).

v24. This is an effective way of dealing with corrupt politicians (but is not legal today -- unfortunately). Lesson: if you plot
evil against an innocent person, watch out – it may come back to bite you. 

Throwing all the corrupt officials and their families was in accordance with Persian customs, and with ancient
practices in general (where a family was considered a collective unit and all were held responsible for the sins of the
one). While the reader's sympathies and desire for justice are certainly satisfied in this act, the passage does not
necessarily imply it was the morally best or most biblical thing to do. Biblically, it would probably have been better to
incarcerate the officials, and not to punish their families. We can probably assume that Darius has really converted to
faith in the Lord here (that's something that some biblical scholars might debate, but it is certainly a reasonable
assumption here). In that case, his intentions are probably right, though his decision is not informed by biblical concerns
of justice versus simple revenge. He is acting based on his own cultural values – which is not good but maybe
understandable if he is a new believer and doesn't know any better. 

v25. In all the earth – in all that great empire, just as other ancient empires conceived of their domains to comprise the whole
earth or the center of the world.
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