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Gideon: Faith and Doubts 

Judges 6-722 

Note: Some of these notes from a previous study go to 7:22; you do not need to go that far. Feel free to cover only
chapter 6.

Background: Read Judges 1 on your own for important background info. The people of Israel have again been
unfaithful to the Lord. He has allowed the “eastern” peoples, and especially the Midianites, to invade, to plunder,
and oppress the people. When they finally cry out to the Lord in their distress, God hears and responds…. 

I. 1st Round of Sign and Assignment (Judges 6:11-24) 

A. The call (vv. 11-16)
1. Who appeared to Gideon? (vv. 11, 14) 
2. What was Gideon doing when God appeared to him? (v. 11) 
3. What was a winepress? Why would Gideon thresh wheat in a winepress? (v. 11; cf. vv. 2-5) 
4. How did God address Gideon? (v. 12) 
5. Why would God call him a “mighty warrior” in view of the circumstances? 
6. What does it tell you about how God views us? 
7. How did Gideon respond to God's greeting? (v. 13) 
8. Was Gideon's doubt of God's concern accurate? Why or why not? (see v. 1) 
9. If we are suffering and God doesn't seem to care, instead of God's apathy, what may be the reason? 
10.What did God ask Gideon to do? On what basis was Gideon to accomplish his task? (v. 14) 
11.What was Gideon's reason for declining the mission? (v. 15) to what extend was it legitimate? 
12.How would realizing our own weaknesses help or hurt our usefulness to God? 
13.Again, how did God assure Gideon of success? (v. 16) 
14.Overall speaking, what was the main assurance that God gave for Gideon's success? (vv. 1, 14, 16; cf.

Ex. 3:11-12; Josh. 1:5) 
15.What similar promise do we have from Jesus? (Mt. 28:18-20) What does that mean to you? 

Main focus: Our doubts of God may be contributed by our broken relationship with God and our focus on
ourselves. God dealt with the former later (by destroying the altar of Baal) and the latter by assuring His
presence with us. 

B. First sign: consuming the sacrifice (vv. 17-24)
1. Why did Gideon ask for a sign? What did he want to confirm? (v. 17) 
2. What sign(s) did the Angel of the Lord give to Gideon? (vv. 18-21) 
3. How did this sign/these signs answer Gideon's question? 
4. How did Gideon react upon perceiving the identity of the Angel of the Lord (vv. 22-24)? 
5. What does this tell you about the nature of Gideon's doubt? 

Main focus: Gideon's doubt is a genuine lack of knowledge and God patiently showed him a sign. (The
genuineness of Gideon's doubt can also be observed by his generous offering in time of crisis and scarcity. )

C. First assignment: destroying the altar of Baal (Judges 6:25-32)



1. What did God commanded Gideon to do after their encounter? (vv. 25-26) 
2. God was calling Gideon to free Israelites from the Midianites, why would He ordered Gideon to

concern himself with his father's altar to Baal? 
3. Are there any Baals in your life to which you wrongly attribute your success? 
4. Are there any Baals in your life that you need to destroy before God can use you? 
5. Are there any steps of faith that you are afraid to take and as a result, your spiritual life comes to a

halt? 
6. Was Gideon's faith complete? How do you know? (v. 27) 
7. Do we have to have 100% faith and 0% doubt in order for us to serve God? (see Mt. 17:20) 

Main focus: A person has to destroy the Baals in his life in order to be useful to God. Our faith, though little at
times, can provide opportunities for God to accomplish His will and strengthen it in turn. 

D. Reaction of the people (vv. 28-32)
1. Remembering that the altar that was torn down was called Gideon's“father'saltar to Baal” (v.25), what

does this indicate about Gideon's family's religious preference? 
2. How did the people react to the destruction of Baal's altar (vv. 29-30) 
3. In light of the first two of the Ten Commandments, what did the people'sreaction reflect about their

spiritual state? 
4. What does Gideon's father's response indicate about his commitment to Baal? …to any god? 
5. What would you say about Gideon'sreligious upbringing? (This background will help our later

discussion of asking God for a sign.) 

Main focus: Gideon'scontinued reluctance in obeying God may be attributed to his syncretic religious
upbringing. 

II. 2nd Round of Signs and Assignments (6:33-7:8) 

A. Two signs of fleece (6:33-40)
1. How much do you think that Gideon learned about trusting God from his first 2 encounters? Why? (vv.

36-38) What might be the reason that Gideon was not convinced by the first sign? 
2. What did he ask the second time? (v. 39) 
3. Many people want to “fleece” for God's will. Consider these: 

� How does our knowledge of God different from Gideon's? 
� How often do we see people in the Bible actively asking God for signs before making

decisions? 
� What primary resources do we have in seeking God'swill? (2 Timothy 3:16-17 and 1 John 2:

27) 
4. Then is it wrong to ask God for a sign? Read Luke 11:29, Isaiah 7:11-14, and Matthew 24 (esp. v. 3).

What does each passage has to say about asking for a sign? 
5. What then can we conclude about asking God for a sign, concerning its primacy, frequency, and our

attitude?

Main focus: While “putting our a fleece” is not necessary a sinful practice, it should not be our primary way of
seeking God'swill. However, God sometimes does allow us to seek signs from Him and even provides one
voluntarily. 

B. Two assignments of army reduction (7:1-8)
1. Why would God want to reduce the size of Gideon? (v. 2) 
2. What percentage of the army left? (v. 3) 
3. How would you feel if your were Gideon at this point? 
4. Again what did God command? (vv. 4-6) How many people left behind this time? (v. 7) What is the

percentage of this group compare to the original army? 
5. How would you feel now if you were Gideon when you see your three hundred men in comparison

with the vast army of the Midianites and Amalekites, which were only 5 miles away? (6:3-5; 7:12) 



6. What are some of the things which Christians, churches, and Christian organizations may overestimate
of over-dependent for the success of their ministry? 

7. One of these problems has been the “stardom syndrome” among Christians—relying too much on
people'spublicity, education, eloquence, etc. to attract people and authenticate the message. How does
this approach, depends excessively, deviate from God'sway shown here and in 1 Corinthians 1:26-31?
What are some of the adverse effects? 

8. What does this teach a “nobody” like you? 

Main focus: Our faith should be put on God instead other people or things. God is often glorified in our
weakness. 

III. Summary Questions: 

A. Concerning doubts and signs:
1. What might be the cause of Gideon's persistent doubt? 
2. What can you say about the sincerity of his doubt? 
3. How did God respond to his doubt? 
4. What positive responds and progress did Gideon show each time after God's signs of assurance? 
5. What is the nature of your doubts? 
6. Are you ready to obey if God gives you a sign?

B. Concerning faith and God:
1. What might be the cause of lack of faith in God in Gideon's case? 
2. What may be some causes contributed to the “absence” of God in your life? 
3. What does this passage teach you about “growing in faith”? 
4. What is the main factor in accomplishing God's work? 
5. What does this mean to you in terms of relief and responsibility in serving God? 

Notes. 

1. Note the irony here. Gideon is threshing grain in a winepress at night for fear of the enemy (not normally done at night
or in a winepress), and the angel calls him a “mighty warrior”. Yet all throughout he shows a lack of confidence. 

2. Gideon's father doesn't seem to be a very devout Baal worshipper. He may be impressed by his son's faith in God.
Also, we infer that the family is rich – Gideon took 10 of his father's servants, so given the circumstances, they seem
to be doing pretty well. In this case, it is possible that his father is using religion for purposes of social status, or to
enhance his business. This is not different from how rich people in the West often treat religion – treating church as a
social club, a status symbol, or a way to enhance one's reputation for social and business purposes.

3. The angel is first called “the angel of the Lord”, and later Gideon refers to him as the Lord -- “I have seen the Lord”.
This is possibly God himself making a visible appearance, or theophany. This kind of manifestation of God appears
often in the Old Testament, referred to as the angel of the Lord or the Lord. Because of this, many theologians think
this was the pre-incarnate Christ. This is because one of Christ's functions in the Trinity is revealing God visibly to
people and communicating directly to people. It would also explain why he is referred to doubly as the Lord and an
angel, if he is Christ before the incarnation. (No need to bring this up – this is a difficult and somewhat controversial
matter, but if anyone asks, this is the best explanation.)

4. Commentators differ regarding Gideon's fear. Some think that his fear was for his life (see v. 30) but some think for
the people's obstruction of his mission. Some think that his fear was a sign of cowardliness while some think a sign of
wisdom.

5. Gideon seems sincere in trying to confirm God's will with the fleece, rather than testing God. In fact, God patiently
goes along with it without getting angry. This shows God's patience toward us, and that Gideon was probably sincere
but spiritually immature, and lacking in self-confidence.

6.  This test of the fleece is not a normal way of finding or confirming God's will. But God sometimes uses signs. This
can be used as a springboard for discussion of how God normally reveals his will to us, and how we discover God's
will. 


