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Hezekiah: The dangers of pride

Isaiah 39, 2 Chronicles 32, 2 Kings 20

Nothing sets a person so much out of the devil's reach as humility. [Jonathon Edwards]

I used to think that the brain was the most fascinating organ of the body. Then I realized, "well, look who's telling me that!"
[Emo Phillips, comedian]

Theme.
We read  how Hezekiah  has  problems with  pride,  which  get  him into  serious  trouble.  In  particular,  he  had

previously experienced two divine miracles: God's miraculous healing of his illness, and God's miraculous delivery of
his kingdom from the Assyrians. At this point he is particularly puffed up with pride. Out of personal and spiritual
pride, he shows off the nation's wealth and religious treasures to the Babylonians. We'll examine his motivations for
doing so, why it was offensive to God, and how it led to future judgment.  In this study we'll discuss the following:
• different kinds of pride that we are subject to 
• the dangers of spiritual pride after blessing from God 
• the motivations behind our behavior; the kinds of behavior that pride leads to 
• how pride leads us to temptation, fall, and behavior that displeases God 
• the damage it does to ourselves and to others; how it limits our usefulness to God 
• how God responds to pride in our lives

Passages.
This episode is discussed in three different passages. I'd recommend that you look at all of them, then read and

discuss at least two of them in the Bible study; probably Isaiah 39 and 2 Chron. 32 will do. Also look at the preceding
and following context to these passages, and at least touch on them in your Bible studies, as they shed much light on
Hezekiah's pride episode.

main passage focus background
Isaiah 39 description  of  this  pride  episode;  focuses  on  Isaiah's

prophetic role in rebuking him
his  illness  and  healing  in  ch.  38;
deliverance from Assyrians in ch. 37

2 Chronicles 32:22-33 general  description  of  Hezekiah's  success,
accomplishments,  and  pride;  brief  description  of  his
illness and the pride episode (as the writer assumes the
reader  is  familiar  with  it),  but  with  more  moral
commentary on these events

deliverance from Assyrians in 32:1-23;
his  corrupt  son  Manasseh  becomes
king in ch. 33

2 Kings 20:12-21 description  of  this  episode  and  some  of  his  general
accomplishments

Hezekiah's  illness  and  healing  (20:1-
11);  detailed  account  of  deliverance
from  Assyrian  army  in  ch.  19;
Manasseh takes over in ch. 21
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One advantage of looking at 2-3 passages together is that it can keep people from getting drawn in to verse-by-
verse exposition (which we don't have time for) and keep them focused on the major issues of the passages. So you
can talk about the themes, issues, and lessons raised here, and use these as springboards for discussion of practical
applications. You can then use the “diagnostic” handout (in a separate file) as a way of generating some practical
discussion and self-reflection. 

Other passages.
For your reference, some other useful passages on the topic of pride are:

Prov. 3.34 God opposes the proud 
Prov. 11.2 pride --> disgrace
Prov. 13.10 pride --> quarrels
Prov. 16.18 pride goes before destruction (a fall)
Prov. 29.23 pride brings a person down

Romans 12 submission, service, humility
1 Cor. 1, 3 pride --> divisiveness
James 1.9-10 pride and humility
James 4 pride, humility, worldliness

Questions and issues.
In this study, we want to examine different types and manifestations of pride – various types of personal pride,

but especially spiritual pride. For us, intellectual and academic pride are major concerns, and we're under a lot of
pressure in the academic world to think and act accordingly. The same is true in other areas of our lives, whether we're
in school or working; personal pride can take on any form – wealth, status, success, career, ambitions, etc. 

Even worse is spiritual pride, because it affects us all spiritually, and it affects our witness. There are different
factors that we can identify that point to pride. The context of this passages points to an interesting factor that we
wouldn't  normally  think  about:  how  we  respond  to  God's  grace.  Hezekiah  was  a  very  blessed  man,  and  had
experienced major miracles in his life: divine healing from a fatal illness, a miraculous sign of his healing (2 Kings
20:10-11),  and  best  of all,  divine deliverance  of  Judah  from an invading army of 120,000 Assyrians,  who were
miraculously killed by God's hand. Sadly, in response to all God had done for him, he becomes more puffed up with
pride, rather than humble and thankful. But we're like this,  too. When we experience significant spiritual growth,
divine blessing, divine grace, God working in amazing ways in our lives, or even something miraculous, we easily
become proud. We feel so good about ourselves and superior to others because we do not respond properly to God's
blessings. Instead we should be humbled and extremely thankful and worshipful. And not just for great things that He
does, but for everything – all our talents, abilities, blessings, gifts, accomplishments, fellow believers, etc. 

Spiritual or religious pride is perhaps more insidious because of how it affects the church, and when believers
become proud, they often cannot recognize how proud they are. We have clever ways of ignoring or rationalizing
away this problem. We usually notice it when we get hurt by others' religious pride, but fail to see it in ourselves. It is
especially insidious because any form of God's blessing and grace that we receive can then become a source of pride
for us. 

We want to address the difficult issue of dealing with pride and cultivating humility. It is easy to put out in a
Bible  study a  lot  of  good  sounding  abstract,  theoretical  answers,  e.g.,  “we need  to  realize  X theological  truth”.
However, we want to keep the discussion practical. Let's focus specifically on learning to worship, thank and praise
God as antidotes to our pride. I think this is foundational to all other spiritual and theological truths that we could
think of as solutions to pride. We can talk about all the ways we need to thank and praise Him, and cultivating a
lifestyle of thankfulness, worship, and praise, beginning with the prayer time after your Bible study. 
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Study questions. 

0. Introduction.
•Why did Hezekiah the Babylonian envoys everything? What was wrong with him showing everything to
his visitors? What motivated him? Why was God displeased?
•How would you describe the scene in your mind? How would people back then have reacted to this?
Imagine  if  the  president  of  your  country  showed  all  your  national  wealth  and  treasures  to  foreign
visitors. How would that appear? 
•How would you define pride?

1. Sources of pride.
•What led to his pride? 
•What just happened to him previously? How is he spiritually? How have his healing and other miracles
affected his spiritual life? 
•What events in our spiritual lives can trigger spiritual pride? How about personal or intellectual pride?
•How can God's blessings in our lives lead to pride? What kinds of blessings in your life, for example,
have become sources of pride? [e.g., being saved, spiritual growth, spiritual maturity, special blessings
or miracles]
•Instead, what should these lead to – what should be our response to God's blessings? 
•Why didn't Hezekiah respond properly to God's grace? Why did he become proud instead? Why do we
do so?

2. Effects of our pride.
•Why was Hezekiah trying to impress the Babylonians? 
•What did the Babylonian king want? How did the Babylonian king take advantage of Hezekiah's pride? 
•How can others take advantage of our pride? Why might God allow others to take advantage of our
pride?

 
•Why did God punish future generations for Hezekiah's pride?  Is if fair fro God to punish the whole
nation for one man's sin? What biblical principles are illustrated here?

•How does your pride affect others negatively? 
•What are specific ways that your pride has hurt your Christian witness to others?
•What are specific ways that your pride has hurt other believers?
•What are specific ways that you have been hurt by others' pride? 

•In what ways do we display our spiritual pride? Academic pride? Personal pride? 
•How harmful is it to your non-believing friends? Your fellow believers? Your small group? Your church
or fellowship? How might it cause other believers to stumble? 

3. God's response to our pride.
•Why did God “leave” Hezekiah to test him? (2 Chron. 20:31)
•How might God test you? (Has He?) What would His purpose be in doing so? What specific forms of
pride might God test you for? In what kind of situation?
•How does God discipline us for our pride? How has / does God discipline(d) you for your pride? 
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•What do you think of Hezekiah's response to Isaiah's pronouncement of future judgment? Is it sincere
acceptance or gratitude? Or more selfishness – relief that he can “save his own skin”?

•What was the nature of Isaiah's rebuke? How can this be an example for us? 
•How can you help others when you see that they have pride issues? How could you tell them in an
appropriate way?  
•Do you have an “Isaiah” in your life – someone to hold you accountable and correct you when your
spiritual life isn't right?
•If someone pointed out a pride problem in your life, how would you respond?

4. Our response: dealing with our pride.
•What kinds of pride are you subject to? -- religious / spiritual,  personal,  intellectual;  pride based on
wealth, accomplishments, power, prestige, God's blessings, etc.? 
•What are specific ways that pride manifests itself in your life? 
• How does it affect your witness?
•How does it affect other believers? Your relationships with other believers?
•How does it hurt you?
•How does it affect your relationship with God?

Read Romans 12:1-2; Psalm 50:14, 23; Psalm 107:22, Hebrews 13:15. How is worship described here?
How can praise, worship and thanksgiving be sacrifices? “Sacrifice” implies pain. How are they painful?
When we do serious praise, worship, and thanksgiving, what gets hurt in the process? -- What  part of us is
supposed to be hurt? [answer: our pride] How can these be “antidotes” for our pride? 

What are specific sources of pride that you need to surrender to God (submission – Rom. 12:1)? How
can you specifically and thoughtfully praise, worship, and thank God, in a way that develops humility and
cuts down your pride? How can you “worship until it hurts”?

Spend time in sharing and prayer over these issues. From this week, commit yourselves to developing a
lifestyle of specific and thoughtful praise, worship, and thanksgiving.

Diagnostics of spiritual pride.  
[see separate handout; for discussion of practical application]
First, come up with a brief definition or description of what pride is. Then identify some key forms of pride that

you see in your life from the list. Pray about them; share about them with each other, in order to pray for each other
and to make yourself accountable to each other. Pray specifically against each form of pride in your life. For example,
if you like to take credit for your abilities and accomplishments, then repent of that particular pride, offer God thanks
for them, and offer them to God for His use and glory rather than your own. Commit to doing this regularly.

Notes. 
Hezekiah = חזקיה (Khizqiyah) = “Jehovah is strength”; born 736 BC; co-ruled with his father Ahaz 729-715;

ruled 7-15-687 (2 Kings 18:1, 2 Chron. 29:1). He is regarded as a “second Solomon” due to his successful reign,
accomplishments, and spiritual faithfulness. His building feats include the Tunnel of Hezekiah or the Siloam Tunnel,
which diverted water from a river thru an underground tunnel  into  Jerusalem, making it  possible for the city to
withstand long sieges from an enemy without running out of water. It leads into the Siloam Reservoir, also known as
the Pool of Siloam, mentioned in John 9:7. His accomplishments, success, and intelligence probably make him proud.
Unfortunately,  his  two miraculous  episodes of  divine deliverance – from a potentially fatal  illness and from the
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Assyrian army – made him more proud rather than humble. 
Isaiah = ישץיה (Yəša'yah) = “Jehovah is salvation / Jehovah saves”; served under kings Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz,

Hezekiah, and Manasseh; lived in Jerusalem and died as a martyr; according to tradition, he was sawed in half inside a
log (alluded to in Heb. 11:37).

2 Kings 20:11. The sunlight receded on the steps of a structure that functioned like a sundial. Bible scholars
believe this miracle involved a reflection or refraction of sunlight, an eclipse, etc. -- not the earth rotating backwards.
Backwards  rotation  would  seriously  mess  up  everything  from ocean  currents  to  the  earth's  orbit.  It  would  be
unreasonable to think God would do something as massive as reverse planetary rotation for a mere king. It would also
lead to missing astronomical time, making God into more of a prankster who likes to deceive modern scientists. (You
may have heard a story of some NASA astronomers discovering “missing time” in accordance with this and a similar
miracle in Joshua 10:12. This is not true; it is merely an urban legend, and a little research can show it isn't true at all.
Christians shouldn't have anything to do with spreading such stories, as it is dishonest and is a bad witness. See
www.truthorfiction.com/rumors/j/joshuaday.htm.) 

Background. At this time in world history, Assyria was the dominant and feared power,  not Babylon.  The
Babylonian king organized several attempts to fight Assyrian power, and was probably seeking Hezekiah's support.
Hezekiah  was  also probably interested  in  forming  an  alliance  with  him against  Assyria.  He  probably wanted  to
impress the Babylonians with Judah's wealth and power so that the Babylonian king would be willing to form an
alliance with Judah. Assyria had conquered the northern kingdom of Israel, but in spite of God's deliverance of Judah
from the Assyrians, Hezekiah still feels a need to rely on alliances. However, this was against God's commands, for
repeatedly in the Old Testament, God instructed Israel to always rely on Him and turn to Him for deliverance, and
never to depend on foreign pagan countries for help. 

The scene in this episode is quite ridiculous, if you think about it. Hezekiah shows them everything of value –
everything in his storehouses, treasuries, and royal palace. Imagine if the president of your country did this for foreign
visitors! Later, Babylon again became the dominant power in the region, and what Hezekiah showed them of the
country's wealth was no doubt useful and tempting to the Babylonians, who later invaded Judah, destroyed the temple,
and took away all the country's treasures – 115 years after this incident. 

At  the  end  of  this  episode,  Hezekiah's  reaction  seems  odd  and  ambiguous.  It  seems  like  he  is  smug  and
unrepentant because none of the foretold judgment will happen during his lifetime – relief that it wouldn't happen in
his time. It could also be understood as humble acceptance of God's judgment, as being sincerely thankful that God
would spare the current generation. I think this is left deliberately ambiguous and for the reader to decide what s/he
thinks. Personally, I think it's both. After all, like other interesting Bible characters, he is a complex man, and can
have both good and bad motives. So I think this is a mixture of actual gratitude for God delaying judgment, and a sort
of smugness or indifference to the suffering that a future generation will undergo.  It is unclear whether he really
learned his lesson here. 

Some readers may have difficulty with the fact  that God spared Hezekiah,  but  reserved judgment for future
generations. First, Hezekiah might have learned his lesson; even if he didn't, he has generally been a faithful king, a
fact that God surely remembers. Also, the judgment as described by later prophets is largely for the people's sin, for
forsaking God. It is not just for what Hezekiah did. But in Hezekiah's lifetime, the time wasn't yet right for judgment.
God gave the nation more time to either repent or to become worse and heap up more and more judgment upon
themselves. No doubt the bad example of Hezekiah had a negative moral effect on the people. The people probably
learned from his bad example and became more proud, or they saw his religious as hypocrisy and turned away from
God – his life at this point was a bad witness that may have affected the nation. Either way, his example probably
contributed partially to the people's moral decline. For that reason God was just in announcing delayed judgment. 

This illustrates that our pride affects others spiritually and morally in a negative way, perhaps in ways we don't
realize. Pride is sin, and sin isn't fair. Satan does not play by any kind of fair rules. Our pride and our sins can hurt
other innocent people, just as we can be hurt by others' pride and sins.  The damage can be done in so many ways,
e.g., people's impressions of Christianity can be affected by our bad witness; believers can become disillusioned by
bad behavior and pride of other believers; or we have unnecessary conflicts and hurts in relationships with other
believers. 

Interestingly, if we read on about his son Manasseh, we see this son is very corrupt, and practically proclaims
himself  as  a  god.  Where  did  he  learn  this?  Likely from his  father.  This  is  a  good  example  of  how devout  but
spiritually proud and even hypocritical  parents can produce bad children.  They learn the pride,  but  rebel  against
spiritual things, because they see it all as hypocrisy. 
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