
Church and kingdom

 

1. Introduction.
This is a huge topic, and there’s a lot of material here, so focus on what your group needs or your own 

vision for the study, and carefully select passages and sections of this study accordingly. I would recommend 
that you limit your study by focusing mainly on one or two sections or themes below – fellowship, unity, service 
and ministry, kingdom values, relationship between the world and the Church, where the Church is going, etc. 
(For example, you might decide you want to focus on unity and fellowship, and use Eph. 4 and/or John 17 as 
main passages.) But at least try to cover the basic concepts of kingdom and church along the way, and their 
relationship (it doesn’t matter much which one you do first). 

Kingdom. This is a little hard for many of us to relate to today, because we live in a modern world of 
nation-states, whose boundaries are permanently established by international law and treaties. But back then, 
things were quite different. Kingdoms big and small rose and fell over the centuries and millennia. Successful 
kingdoms were those that grew over time and extended their influence over others, by military, economic, and 
political means. If a kingdom did not grow, or at least did not remain strong, then in time it would fall victim to a 
larger, more powerful kingdom (usually either by military conquest or by being forced into becoming a vassal 
state to the greater kingdom, meaning that it would be forced into becoming a military ally and sending a tribute 
or “tax” of sizable amounts of wealth each year to that kingdom).  

So the most striking descriptions of God’s kingdom depict the church as a strong, growing kingdom that 
extends its influence to the whole world, such as Daniel’s prophecy (below), and Jesus’ parable of the mustard 
seed. In fact, that parable is ironic, not just because mustard seeds are so very small, but because mustard plants 
are merely small shrubs. But Jesus describes it as a large tree providing blessing to the whole world, an image 
intended to surprise people and play with their minds. Jesus also said that the kingdom “was among you”, that is, 
it began with his first coming. It is a spiritual kingdom, not an earthy one as Jewish nationalists were hoping for 
from the Messiah. It consists of all those who are under his lordship, i.e., the Church and all believers throughout 
the whole world. Thus, the Church is the primary manifestation of God’s kingdom1.  Yet we await its  final 
fulfillment and full realization when Christ comes, and we are to pray and work for it until then (“your kingdom 
come, your will be done”). 

1 In addition, some Christians believe in an ultimate physical realization and manifestation of the kingdom in the form of a 1000 year kingdom on 
earth, to be set up after Christ returns. This view is knows as premillennialism, and many modern flavors of this view also teach a rapture and a 
period of tribulation (calamity and judgment) on the earth before Christ’s return. The other common view is amillennialism (a very common view 
throughout church history), which holds that ‘kingdom’ refers only in the spiritual sense to the Church, and that Christ will return and then judge 
everybody and establish the eternal order of heaven and hell. Regardless of theological differences on these issues, all Bible-believing Christians 
believe in the second coming of Christ, the resurrection, the judgment day, and the eternal order of heaven and hell (Rev. 19-22). And Christians 
generally believe that there is a current spiritual reality of the kingdom, as Jesus taught. Of course, it may be helpful to outline some of these 
differing views on the future of the kingdom, but we should avoid spending time on controversies and debates in the Bible study, and focus on the 
practical reality of the kingdom in our lives. (Views on future things – known as eschatology – would be better addressed at your church or in your 
own personal theological study.)  
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Other issues are denominations, which have advantages and disadvantages. The best thing is that they 
allow for our different tastes, views, and differences, and God does enjoy variety. They also provide resources 
and support that would otherwise not be possible, such as seminaries, a support structure, and a way of making 
member churches accountable to a higher authority. The downside, of course, is when people place too much 
emphasis on minor differences and make it into an issue of pride – the “sin of denominationalism”. We should 
be  open-minded  and  appreciative  of  such  differences,  and  be  willing  to  fellowship  with  those  of  other 
denominations and movements, as long as they are basically biblical in teaching and practice, and as far as they 
are willing to fellowship with others (some, unfortunately, don’t like to open up to others outside of their type of 
church). 

Finally, kingdom values are an important topic. It’s important to be loyal to God’s kingdom above other 
loyalties, and to adopt kingdom values regarding priorities, service, and lifestyle. So an excessive loyalty to 
one’s own nation, ethnic group, or social class is not biblical, especially when it clouds one’s moral judgment. 
Favoritism, nationalism, and ethnocentrism are contrary to the kingdom values of the Bible. The same applies to 
other popular cultural values, like materialism. Rather, we are called to support the Church, various forms of 
ministry, and the poor and less fortunate with our wealth, rather than indulge in self-centered lifestyle values. 
We’re also called to stand up for truth, though modern culture doesn’t like that concept, and for social justice 
and other forms of justice, morality, and ethics in the world. 

Church. The New Testament Greek word for ‘church’ is  ekklesia (as in words like ‘ecclesiastical’), 
meaning ‘assembly, congregation’, which in turn comes from a verb meaning ‘to call out (e.g.,  to come an 
assembly or group)’. We can speak of church in terms of a local congregation, a denomination, and most of all, 
the Church (with capital ‘C’). ‘The Church’ refers to the Church universal, the universal body of Christ, which 
consists of all believers throughout the whole world throughout all time. Church and kingdom go hand-in-hand, 
and the Church is discussed in the same way as the kingdom. Jesus’ description of the Church in Mt. 16 does not 
portray the Church as being on the defensive, but rather, it is on the offensive, actively attacking and eventually 
bringing down Satan’s “kingdom”.  For your study of the Church, Mt. 16 and John 17 would be ideal as main 
passages. 

Fellowship. The Greek word is  koinonia, which basically means ‘sharing’. It was used to refer to any 
kind of close association, including marriages, business associations, family, and such. For us, it means not just 
socializing, but sharing in the things of Christ. So our meetings are not just social gatherings, but in various 
ways, for sharing of different forms that builds unity and fellowship in different ways. 

2. The Kingdom.
Look at some of the following verses.

Mt. 3:1-2. In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the Desert of Judea and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven is near.” 
Mt. 4:17. From that time on Jesus began to preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.”
Mt. 4:23. Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom, and healing 
every disease and sickness among the people. 
Mt. 6:33. But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 
Mt. 9:35. Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the 
kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. 
Mt. 11:12. From the days of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven has been forcefully advancing, and forceful 
men lay hold of it. 
Mt. 12:28. But if I drive out demons by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God has come upon you. 
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Mt.18:4. Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 
Mt. 24:14. And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end 
will come.
Mt. 25:34. Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the 
kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world...’ 

What is the kingdom? Is it here already? Where does it exist? Is it an earthly kingdom? Who’s in charge of it? 
Who are its subjects or citizens? How is it governed? By what laws is it governed? 

Where are its borders? Does it stay the same size? In ancient times, would a strong kingdom remain the same 
size through its whole history? What do you think God intends for the kingdom’s growth? 

Are there other “kingdoms”? Look at a few of the verses below (or the Parable of the weeds, below).

Col. 1:13-14. For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, in 
whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

Luke 11:15. But some of them said, “By Beelzebub*, the prince of demons, he is driving out demons.” [*another name for 
Satan].

John 12:31. Now is the time for judgment on this world; now the prince of this world will be driven out. 

John 14:30. I will not speak with you much longer, for the prince of this world is coming. He has no hold on me...

Eph. 2:1-2. As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to live when you followed the ways 
of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 

John 16:11. ...and in regard to judgment, because the prince of this world now stands condemned. 

1 Peter 5:8-9. Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to 
devour. Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the 
same kind of sufferings. 

Does the other “kingdom” have much of a future? How much of a threat is it  to God’s kingdom? To you 
personally?

2a. Our role in the kingdom.
1 Peter 2:4-5, 9-10. As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to him— 5you 
also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ. ...9But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that 
you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 10Once you were not a people, but 
now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 
Mt. 6:9-10. This, then, is how you should pray: “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven...”  

2 Cor. 5:20. We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on 
Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God. 

What do we do in the kingdom, according to verses like these? Why do we pray for it? How do we pray for it, 
specifically? [Hint: Refer to last summer’s study on the Lord’s Prayer.] 

As citizens of God’s kingdom, how are we to serve God? 

What does it mean to be priests? What do you think Martin Luther meant in referring to the ‘priesthood of the 
believer’, based on 1 Peter 2? What do we as “priests” do? How do we offer sacrifices? How else do we serve 
him?
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As citizens of the kingdom, what are your loyalties? How do those compare to earthly loyalties (e.g., to family, 
country, culture...)? How would our values and thinking be different from non-kingdom members? Do you think 
that lead to conflicts with non-members?

How do we serve as ambassadors? From where, to whom/where? What do we do? 

How would you describe your own particular role as a citizen in God’s kingdom? What do you do here? Do you 
serve faithfully? What is your “job description” in the kingdom?  

2b. Its future.
Daniel 2:44. In the time of those kings, the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will never be destroyed, nor will it be left 
to another people. It will crush all those kingdoms and bring them to an end, but it will itself endure forever. 

Daniel 7:13-14, 21-22. In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds 
of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence. 14He was given authority, glory and sovereign 
power; all peoples, nations and men of every language worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not 
pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed... 21As I watched, this horn was waging war against the saints 
and defeating them, 22until the Ancient of Days came and pronounced judgment in favor of the saints of the Most High, and 
the time came when they possessed the kingdom. 

Isaiah 9:7. Of the increase of his government* and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David's throne and over his 
kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the LORD 
Almighty will accomplish this. [*government = rule, reign]

(Also: You can briefly refer to the final chapters of Revelation; I think you know how the story ends.)

What is the future of God’s kingdom? How will this be accomplished? Do you have a role in it? Do you have 
any idea when it will happen? (See Acts 1:9-11) How would all that change how you live now? How do you see 
yourself being involved in what the Church will do in the future?

Acts 1:9-11. After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight.  10They were 
looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them.  11“Men of 
Galilee," they said, "why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into 
heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.” 

3. The Church.  
Peter's confession of the Christ:2

Matthew 16:13-20. When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say the 
Son of Man is?”  14They replied, “Some say John the Baptist;  others say Elijah; and still  others, Jeremiah or one of the 
prophets.” 15 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” 16Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son 
of the living God.” 17Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by man, but by my 
Father in heaven. 18And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades [=hell] will 
not overcome it. 19I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and 
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”  20Then he warned his disciples not to tell anyone that he was the 
Christ.

2 Peter’s name comes from Greek Petros, meaning “rock” in the sense of a “small rock, pebble”. But the rock on which Christ will build his church 
(petra) refers to a large immovable rock — a boulder, bedrock, or huge stone. Keys refer to power and authority, e.g., of an official with keys to 
official buildings. ‘Binding’ and ‘loosing’ invoke an image of tying down and untying something. It applies, for example, to the power of prayer and its 
power to do things in the heavenly realms; it also refers to spiritual warfare, where we are given the power to effect good and bad spiritual forces in 
the spiritual realm, in the way we can pray and see prayer answered. There are more notes on this passage from the Spring 2004 series, study #5, 
of Peter (Mt. 16). 
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Who/what do the following refer to? 

 this rock (and why this choice of words?) 
 gates of hell 
 the kingdom (what kingdoms/countries are involved?) 
 keys, binding and loosing [optional]

What does ‘church’ mean? What does it mean here? 

Why is it significant that Jesus says he will build his church?

What kind of image does Jesus give us in v18? Who is attacking, and who is being attacked? What does this 
image mean? Is the church depicted as being on the defensive or offensive? What about the enemy’s kingdom?

What application would Jesus have had in mind? How does it  apply to us? What specific imperatives and 
encouragements are implied here for us? 

According to this image, how should the church be active in the world? How should this fellowship be active in 
the local Chinese community and on our campus? How could we be more active and have a greater spiritual 
impact? 

What do you think the relationship is between the Church and the kingdom?

 

3a. The future of the Church3.

Parable of the weeds: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43:  [optional]4

Who/what do the following refer to, and what do they do? 

 sower of good seed 
 field 
 the enemy 
 good seeds / plants 
 weeds 
 harvest 

What does Jesus teach us about the nature of the church, and the two kingdoms? What are the two kingdoms 
involved here? What warnings does Jesus give us about the church? How should we take them?

How and where have we seen “weeds” in church history? How about “weeds” today? How do we handle them? 

Parable of the mustard seed. [optional]
Mt. 13:31-32. He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took and planted 
in his field. 32Though it is the smallest of all your seeds, yet when it grows, it is the largest of garden plants and becomes a 
tree, so that the birds of the air come and perch in its branches.” 

What is unusual about this parable? What does it say about what the kingdom is supposed to do? How is it to 
influence the world? 

How then are we as a fellowship supposed to influence our community? 

3 The parable of the weeds would be more appropriate if you want to make this a major part of the study; otherwise, some of the shorter passages 
would do. This overlaps with and may be redundant with the section on the future of the kingdom. 

4 There are complete notes on these parables on the Fall 2004 web page, under the parables series (study #2).
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3b. Fellowship and unity.  

One or two of the longer passages here – John 17, Eph. 2, or Eph. 4 – would be good for this as a major focus of the 
study, along with some shorter verses; or touch on the theme with a few short verses.

 
John 17:20-26. My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, 21that all 
of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that 
you have sent me. 22I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one: 23I in them and you 
in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have 
loved me. 24Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, the glory you have given 
me because you loved me before the creation of the world. 25Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I know 
you, and they know that you have sent me. 26I have made you known to them, and will continue to make you known in order 
that the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them.

Eph. 2:11-22. Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and called “uncircumcised” by those who call 
themselves "the circumcision" (that done in the body by the hands of men)— 12remember that at that time you were separate 
from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God 
in the world.  13But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near through the blood of Christ. 
14For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility,  15by 
abolishing in his flesh the law with its commandments and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new man out 
of the two, thus making peace, 16and in this one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to 
death their hostility.  17He came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were near.  18For 
through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit. 19Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but 
fellow citizens with God's people and members of God's household, 20built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. 21In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy 
temple in the Lord. 22And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.

Eph. 4:1-6, 11-16. As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received.  2Be 
completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. 3Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit 
through the bond of peace. 4There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to one hope when you were called—
5one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all...11It was he who gave 
some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, 12to prepare God's 
people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13until we all reach unity in the faith and in the 
knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 14Then we will no 
longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the 
cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming. 15Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up 
into him who is the Head, that is, Christ. 16From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, 
grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.  

Romans 12:4-5. Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same 
function, so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others.

1 Corinthians 10:17. Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for we all partake of the one loaf.

1 Corinthians 12:12 The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one 
body. So it is with Christ.

Galatians 3:28. There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.

What is Jesus’ vision or plan for the Church? Why does Jesus view unity as important? What is the purpose of 
unity? How is it to be accomplished?

How does Paul emphasize, describe, or remind us of the idea of unity and fellowship? How about diversity – 
what kind of diversity does he talk about? How does it work with unity? How, for example, would diversity in 
spiritual gifts and service work in your church / fellowship? How can linguistic, social, cultural, and ethnic 
diversity work well in a church? Why would God want it? How would it make a church stronger? How could it 
be a good witness? 

What is the good news for gentiles that Paul focuses on in Eph. 2? How does that apply to you/us today? How 
easy is it to fellowship and spend time with believers from different language and cultural backgrounds? From 
different countries? From different denominations and church backgrounds? 
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What kinds of differences come between you and other believers? What might hinder you from associating with 
other “kinds” of Christians? What kinds of hindrances to unity do you see in your own church or fellowship?

What reasons does Paul give in Eph. 2 / Eph. 4 for unity? Why is it important to God?

What is unity? Does it mean ignoring theological differences or other differences? How do mature Christians 
deal with such differences? 

Does it  mean embracing a warm, sappy, empty sort of relativism or philosophy of tolerance that the world 
teaches? Does it mean that we can associate with people who claim to be Christians but believe in and teach 
things that are unbiblical? Discuss some examples. What are the limits of unity?

Does it  mean that different denominations and types of churches are bad? Does God require organizational 
unity? How is that different from spiritual unity? What characterizes spiritual unity? 

How does  spiritual  unity  take  place?  What  things  are  required  –  including  things  mentioned  in  the  above 
passages? What things cause hindrances to unity? Can they be overcome? 

Are there some conflicts that prevent you from having unity and fellowship with other believers? 

What is fellowship? What does the word mean – e.g., with God, with other believers? What is the purpose of 
fellowship? Can social activities be valid forms of fellowship? What is the differences between secular social 
activities and Christian fellowship? 

Church attendance.
Hebrews 10:25. Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—
and all the more as you see the Day approaching.

Why are we commanded to worship together? Why is corporate worship important? What does it do for us?

What are different gifts for? How are we to serve together? Why can’t the church function and serve effectively 
without  unity?  Without  good  fellowship?  What  about  with  unity  (at  least  on  the  surface)  without  good 
fellowship with each other? 

Do you make time to have good, meaningful fellowship and spiritual sharing with good Christian friends outside 
of  fellowship and  church  meetings?  Is  just  going  to  church  and fellowship meetings  enough? Can you be 
spiritually effective that way? Why not?

Explain: What do you think the connection would be between the degree of filling of the Spirit in people’s lives 
and the following: (1) the quality of spiritual fellowship in a church, (2) the degree of unity there, and (3) the 
effectiveness of spiritual service there?

Love.

What else is required for fellowship and unity? What do these verses say? 

3c. Service, ministry, and social service. 

Read the Great Commission at the end of  Matthew 28. How does that apply to you? Are you doing anything 
about it? Praying about it?

Otherwise, how are you serving in the church / fellowship? Do you know what your spiritual gifts are? What you 
would be interested in doing? Where/How you might be interested in serving?
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Acts 2:42-47. They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to 
prayer.  43Everyone was filled with  awe,  and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles.  44All  the 
believers were together and had everything in common. 45Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he 
had need.  46Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate 
together with glad and sincere hearts,  47praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their 
number daily those who were being saved.
Acts 4:32-37. All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of his possessions was his own, but 
they shared everything they had. 33With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, 
and much grace was upon them all. 34There were no needy persons among them. For from time to time those who owned 
lands or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales  35and put it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to 
anyone as  he  had need.  36Joseph,  a  Levite  from Cyprus,  whom the  apostles  called  Barnabas  (which  means  Son  of 
Encouragement), 37sold a field he owned and brought the money and put it at the apostles' feet.

After  the  outpouring of  the  Holy Spirit  at  Pentecost,  in  chapter  4,  Peter  and John have  been tried by the 
Sanhedrin and released, and they and their fellow believers rejoiced and prayed to continue their work. Now 
what results in these two passages? What are the characteristics of their fellowship?

What motivated their behavior? Do we have to sell our possessions to be spiritual? What was the result of their 
sharing?5 

Social ministry; cultural issues. Acts 6:1-7 [optional]6

What was the ultimate source of the problems described in 6:1? What kind of ministry was involved? What is 
the purpose of such ministry?

Why did the apostles propose appointing a special group to take care of the work? How did that solve the 
cultural division? What was the result of this? 

Do cultural issues arise in your church or fellowship? How are they dealt with? What kinds of cross-cultural 
issues do other churches deal with? Do you think they handle them well?

What do these passages from Acts say about the role of the Church in the world? Why was the Church motivated 
to care for the poor? Why is that an important part of the Church? Why are Christians supposed to care so much 
about that? What other passages support this? (See below.)

Mt. 5:13. You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good 
for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men.

James 1:27. Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their 
distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.

5 These believers were motivated by the dire social needs of their time, and by persecution, and hence they didn’t feel such a need for material things. 
Most of all, this would have been prompted by the Holy Spirit. Thus, this does not justify communism or hippie-style communalism, and this does not 
require us to respond in the same way in our day, given a much different circumstances. 

6 At that time, some Greeks and other Gentiles had converted to Judaism. Thus they were known as Hellenestic Jews, a different group from the 
ethnic Jews (Hebraic Jews). Hellenistic Jews often lived in the provinces outside of Judea, and were often more influenced by Hellenic (Greek) 
culture and thinking than their stricter Hebraic counterparts. When Hebraic and Hellenic Jews became Christians, some of the cultural differences 
came out in Acts 6. The apostles decided that social ministry could not be handled by the existing mechanisms, so they appointed a separate group 
of people to be in charge of social ministry to make sure this ministry was properly handled and not neglected. Those in charge of social ministry 
came to be known as deacons, generally a distinct group from elders (administrators) and teachers, pastors, or preachers in the church. 

8

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts 6:1-7&version=31

	1. Introduction.
	2. The Kingdom.
	2a. Our role in the kingdom.
	2b. Its future.

	3. The Church.  
	3a. The future of the Church3.
	3b. Fellowship and unity.  
	
3c. Service, ministry, and social service. 


