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Introduction to Fall 2005 Bible studies series





	I will give a brief 15-20 minute talk, which will briefly explain the Bible studies for regular and EBS groups. For EBS, I'll just briefly mention what the three EBS language groups are doing, and encourage non-believers to come explore Christianity in an EBS. I'll briefly introduce the regular Bible study series (the topics should be listed on a bookmark to be handed out, or on an overhead display; I won't introduce individual topics). I will explain the rationale for being well grounded thru a discipleship or follow-up program. And for the sake of non-believers and younger believers, I'll explain in simple terms what the Bible is. 
	Then we'll break up into our language groups. In your regular groups, you'll have group members share and get to know each other, using the following suggested discussion questions, and/or questions or activities of your own. You'll have the whole time for sharing and discussion. Be sure to also share prayer requests and spend enough time praying at the end (maybe applying what you learned this past summer about prayer). 
	This file is in RTF format so you can freely modify it. 



Group discussion questions.


1. Describe how you have accepted Christ -- how you became a Christian. Also, explain why -- what motivated you to do so?

2. Describe your spiritual walk with God after you accepted Him. Did you lie dormant for a while, or become active immediately? Did you mature spiritually afterwards? What does it mean to be 'spiritually mature'? Why is it important to become mature? Will God be angry with you if you don't? Can God use you if you don't?

3. What does it mean by the "fullness of Christ" in Eph 4:13 and Col.  2:9-10?  Is there any point in your life that you have experienced the
    "fullness of Christ", even momentarily? Can we receive and enjoy the "fullness of Christ"?  How?

4. What does it mean to be a Christian? A disciple or follower of Christ? 

5. Is there only one way to become a Christian?  Why? 

6. Is there only one way to salvation? Why wouldn't other religions work? 



For groups with more mature Christians.

7. What about religions that look and act like Christianity? (e.g., Mormons, Jehovah's Witnesses, or followers of the Da Vinci Code and other pop religious movements?). 

8. Why are there different Christian denominations? Is that good or bad? 

9. Trivia: Where does the word 'Christian' come from? 
[answer: Of course, the Chinese term is easy -- 'Jesus-follower. In Western languages like English, the term 'Christian' comes from a Latin adjective form of Christ, which works like other name-based forms: Christ--Christian, just like Einstein--Einsteinian, Newton--Newtonian, Shakespeare--Shakespearean; all are made with Latin adjetive endings. So 'Christian' basically means "Christ-ian" or 'Christ-like, of Christ, Christ-follower'.] 




