
2 Kings 22-23:30
Josiah: Following God’s law

1. Notes.
1. Josiah = great-grandson of Hezekiah; Hezekiah’s son Manasseh was the most wicked king of Judah. 

2 Chron. give more detail about his death[1].

2. The Book of the Law (Covenant) probably refers mainly to Deuteronomy or the whole Pentateuch, 
which was to be kept in the temple near the ark of the covenant, Deut. 31:23-29[2].

3. Repentance. Deut. 28, Jer. 18:7-10, etc. promised blessings on a godly nation, judgment on a wicked 
and unrepentant nation. 

4. The man of God: A prophecy given 300 years previously by an anonymous prophet in 1 Kings 13[3] 

against  King Jeroboam for  his  idolatry,  including making the golden calves for the Northern 
Kingdom to worship. The prophecy named Josiah by name, three centuries beforehand. 

5. Huldah:  She and her husband were court officials.  “She was held in such veneration that Jewish 
writers say she and Jehoiada the priest were the only persons not of the house of David (II Chron. 
24:15-16) who were ever buried in Jerusalem” (Jamieson, Fausset & Brown commentary).  It  is 
interesting that Josiah summoned her, though Jeremiah and Zephaniah were also ministering 
then.

6. Topheth  [23:10]:  Named for the Hebrew toph ‘drum.’ Jewish writers generally believed that the 
cries of the terrified children, made to pass through the fire in sacrifice to pagan deities there, 
were drowned by the sound of drums (JFB).  Later part  of  it  became a trash dump known as 
Gehenna, several km outside of Jerusalem, where fires burned 24 hours a day for sanitation. In 
the Greek New Testament, Jesus uses Gehenna as a word for hell.

7. Parallel  passage of  this  story:  2  Chron.  34-35.  There we read that  Josiah actually  begins  some 
reforms earlier, from age 16.

8. Josiah’s death[1]. The battle in which he died led up to the famous Battle of Carchemish, in which 
the Babylonians soundly defeated the Assyrians and their allies, the Egyptians. After this, Assyria 
and Egypt were never again superpowers.  According to 2 Chron. 35, Jeremiah wrote a lament 
over Josiah’s death; this lament may have been the basis of Lamentations 4, according to Jewish 
tradition.

9. Dt. 7.25-26 says to burn pagan idols; bones = ceremonial death, unclean according to Jewish law; 
Dt. 13.6-9 says to put idolators to death.
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2. Footnotes.

[1] Josiah’s death.
2 Chron. 35. 20 After all this, when Josiah had set the temple in order, Neco king of Egypt went up to fight at Carchemish 
on the Euphrates, and Josiah marched out to meet him in battle. 21 But Neco sent messengers to him, saying, "What 
quarrel is there between you and me, O king of Judah? It is not you I am attacking at this time, but the house with which I 
am at war. God has told me to hurry; so stop opposing God, who is with me, or he will destroy you." 
22 Josiah, however, would not turn away from him, but disguised himself to engage him in battle. He would not listen to 
what Neco had said at God's command but went to fight him on the plain of Megiddo. 23 Archers shot King Josiah, and he 
told his officers, "Take me away; I am badly wounded." 24 So they took him out of his chariot, put him in the other 
chariot he had and brought him to Jerusalem, where he died. He was buried in the tombs of his fathers, and all Judah and 
Jerusalem mourned for him. 

[2] The Book of the Law.
Deut. 31.  24 After Moses finished writing in a book the words of this law from beginning to end, 25 he gave this command 
to the Levites who carried the ark of the covenant of the LORD : 26 "Take this Book of the Law and place it beside the ark 
of the covenant of the LORD your God. There it will remain as a witness against you. 27 For I know how rebellious and 
stiff-necked you are. If you have been rebellious against the LORD while I am still alive and with you, how much more will 
you rebel after I die! 28 Assemble before me all the elders of your tribes and all your officials, so that I can speak these 
words in their hearing and call heaven and earth to testify against them.  

[3] The Man of God From Judah.  
1 Kings 12.  31 Jeroboam built shrines on high places and appointed priests from all sorts of people, even though they 
were not Levites....
Ch. 13.  1 By the word of the LORD a man of God came from Judah to Bethel, as Jeroboam was standing by the altar to 
make an offering. 2 He cried out against the altar by the word of the LORD : "O altar, altar! This is what the LORD says: 'A 
son named Josiah will be born to the house of David. On you he will sacrifice the priests of the high places who now make 
offerings here, and human bones will be burned on you.'" 3 That same day the man of God gave a sign: "This is the sign 
the LORD has declared: The altar will be split apart and the ashes on it will be poured out." 4 When King Jeroboam heard 
what the man of God cried out against the altar at Bethel, he stretched out his hand from the altar and said, "Seize him!" 
But the hand he stretched out toward the man shriveled up, so that he could not pull it back. 5 Also, the altar was split 
apart and its ashes poured out according to the sign given by the man of God by the word of the LORD. 
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2 Kings 22-23:30 – Josiah: Following God’s law

3. Questions.

1. What do you think had happened to the Book of the Law? 

2. What kind of king was he? How did he compare to his predecessors? 

3. What kinds of religious reforms did Josiah carry out? 

4. How effective were his reforms? Do you think the people really changed? Do you think their 
ordinary lives changed? Why or why not? 

5. Why did they not change? What lessons does that teach us? 

6. Why do you think Josiah died?

7. In what ways is our modern culture similar? What “pagan influences” do we face? How should we 
deal with them? For example, how are Christians tempted and influenced by:

• moral relativism

• materialism

• moral pragmatism or utilitarianism (“the ends justify the means”)

8. What is the role of the “law” in our lives? In fact, what do we mean by “law”?
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