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Passage: Psalm 10; see also Psalm 9:12-20, 1 Cor. 2:16, Rom. 8:28, James 1:1-5. 
Ps. 10 was probably placed after Ps. 9 due to their similarities, as they deal with the problem of evil and

God’s response to evil and evil-doers. Ps. 9 and part of Ps. 10 are acrostic psalms, with each verse beginning with a
different Hebrew letter, like the acrostic stanzas of Ps. 119. 

Themes. The problem of pain: Where is God when we face suffering? Where is God when we see evil in the world?
How should we respond to disorder, suffering and evil in the world? How does God feel? How can we know God’s
heart in such matters – and how can we pray and act accordingly? Dealing with wrong attitudes and expectations
toward God, or even a wrong view of God; dealing with doubts, confusion, or disillusionment that unnecessarily
follow from those wrong ways of thinking. 

1. Background and commentary.

a. Introduction.
This psalm is written in a time of apparent social disorder, which is not unlike our own. When we see all

the corruption, evil, war, and disorder in our modern world, it is easy to become pessimistic. To make this
worse, some Christians have become resigned to a sort of futilism or pessimism, by which they assume the end
of  the  world  is  literally  near,  and  nothing  can  be  done.  They  become  detached  from the  real  world  and
insensitive to the problems and suffering of others in this world. This is not only unbiblical, but ignores the
lessons of church history. The Bible clearly teaches us that we should care about evil in the world, and that this
is a chronic condition of humanity and is not unique to any time period. Throughout church history, God has
used people who cared to advance the kingdom, while at some times in church history, some believers have
assumed the end was literally near and did not actively follow God’s will in such matters. 

Yet when we do try to care about what is happening in our world, it is easy to become discouraged. As
humans, we operate within a limited time frame and perspective, and often work out of our own strength and
emotional energy if we try to do anything. When we see no improvement, it is easy to become discouraged and
burned out, and become resigned to a sort of pessimism as mentioned above. Not only do we fail to be salt and
light to the world as Jesus commanded, but we turn inward spiritually. We opt for a more individualistic type of
spirituality, where we just focus on personal worship, a personal relationship with God, and at most evangelism
to save the lost from the hopeless world that we feel powerless to do anything about. Thus, we forget about
responding to injustice in the world or even among our circle of friends; we don’t really put enough emphasis
on personal relationships with believers as part of a community, or with non-believers; being salt and light is
understood to mean just witnessing and evangelism, rather than something more holistic and all-encompassing
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that includes upholding biblical principles of justice and prayer for the world. 
And of course,  when we experience suffering or see others experiencing suffering,  we are at  a loss

spiritually. We don’t know how to fit it into our theology, which is of course very difficult for even the best
theologians. But as a result we operate as if God isn’t really concerned or involved in other people’s lives or the
affairs of this world, and so we become less concerned and involved. Some of this is driven by discouragement,
as we are deep down confused about why God is allowing suffering to happen to ourselves, our friends, or
others in the world. This is somewhat like the themes touched on in the last Bible study. These doubts and
discouragement  become  spiritual  barriers  that  keep  us  from  a  deeper  intimacy  with  God,  like  a  child
withdrawing from a parent about whom s/he feels confused, uncertain, or untrusting. Thus, this is not just a
theoretical or theological matter. This directly affects how much we trust God and are intimate with him. We
must address and confess these kinds of doubts that lurk in our hearts that hinder our relationship with God.
These are not just intellectual barriers but real spiritual barriers between us and God. 

b. The problem  [10:1-11].
The author  is  in a time of turmoil,  though the time period and nature  of  the problems are  unclear.

Nonetheless, the writer is deeply troubled, and is affected spiritually. He expresses his doubts honestly toward
God and questions him. He details  the problem that  he sees around him (it  is  not clear  if  he is personally
suffering, but in terms of application this is valid – in our study we can talk about suffering that we experience
and what others face). 

He notes that corrupt people in power mistreat the weak, poor, and those without power or rights to
protect themselves. The evil-doers seem able to commit wrong and get away with it; they always are prosperous
and don’t face justice. They are arrogant and fully self-sufficient, for they not only do not recognize God or
realize their need for God, but they assume that God isn’t involved in everyday affairs and doesn’t care or won’t
punish them. They are practical atheists, for they live as if God really doesn’t exist or do anything. He describes
their behavior in terms of sinful attitudes [v2-4], boasting [v3] and speech [v6], evil deeds against others [v8-
10],  and belief  in impunity [v11].   This is  a common theme throughout the Old Testament prophets,  most
notably Micah. The evil, corruption, and social injustices of the day are described along with a desire for God to
judge them, or predictions of coming judgment. Micah in fact writes in the time before a very corrupt state of
Israel was conquered by the Babylonians as divine judgment for their godlessness.

The greater problem is not just these evil-doers, but the problem stated first in v1 and later in v13 – that
God doesn’t seem to care. This is very hard to reconcile with the God of justice and love that we know from the
rest of Scripture, and that the author knew from the divine covenant in the Torah (the Pentateuch, the first five
books of the Old Testament, which contain the heart of the covenant). It is curious that a worship song would
express such dark doubts, but I believe God wants us to be honest with ourselves about our feelings, just as this
psalmist was. This does not mean there are any easy theological answers, for none are given. 

c. Toward a solution.
Actually, “toward an understanding” would be more appropriate. When we read the book of Job, for

example, Job becomes increasingly complaining and disrespectful toward God. When God finally appears to
him, God does not give him an explanation of why so much suffering happened to him. Rather, the point is: I’m
God, and I know what I’m doing; trust me. Similarly, with the problem of evil, no easy answers are given to us
(I imagine when we get to heaven God will make things clear to us, though it may take some time to explain all
the complexities)1. However, there are some considerations given in Scripture to think about. First, the sinful
nature that we all have, which leads us to think and commit evil; evil forces at work – Satan and his demons;
and human free will. If God were to successfully restrain all evil, how much would he have to violate our free

1 Actually, the problem of evil  is a serious theological or philosophical  difficulty for any religion or philosophy.  In this study we can’t
adequately resolve this or address it in great detail. It is best to go over some of the obviating considerations discussed in this section of
the notes, and keep the focus on the more practical and relevant points of this psalm. We want to realize that God is control; he is good,
kind, and loving; that he knows what he is doing, though we as mere humans cannot really understand this problem in our lifetime; that
just as God cares, we should care and respond; that God is involved, though we often don’t see it; that we can know God’s love and
power in the midst of suffering; that we cannot allow disillusionment to be a spiritual barrier between us and God. R



will? How much would he have to make us like robots in order to curb the depths of evil in this world? We are
made in his image, and our free will is part of that God-image in us. God does restrain us and the evil that some
would commit, but we also have moral free will. This is of course corrupted by our sinful nature, meaning that
basically we are free, but that means primarily that we are free to commit evil thoughts and deeds that we want
to do. 

As this psalm and the rest of Scripture plainly teaches, God does care; he wants to be involved, and he
is, although we don’t often see it. God can and does work in his time to work justice for the oppressed (and for
us when we face suffering), but note that this is in God’s time. This requires not only patience on our part, but
an ability to think long-term, according to the calendar of a timeless God, rather than in our human time frame.
And of course, it is not really stated here, but that unpleasant concept of eternal hell is part of God’s plan of
ultimate justice for the wicked who don’t repent. So while hell is not my favorite concept, honestly, and I really
don’t enjoy defending it unless I have to, it is part of an answer to the problem of evil. 

As mentioned, God often works in ways that we don’t see, unless we conform our thinking more to
God’s ways. As this psalm mentions, God helps people in need not necessarily by immediately freeing them
from suffering, but by sustaining them spiritually and emotionally. When we face difficulties and we pray to
God for deliverance, the deliverance doesn’t mean God ends the difficult situation, at least not anytime soon.
More often, it means God sustains us spiritually and emotionally, and he wants us to know his sustaining power,
rather than our own strength. This is how we grow thru and are blessed by suffering (James 1).

In the news recently, a major corporate executive was indicted by the federal government, even though
this is several years after the scandal first became public. We generally hear of such natural happenings without
realizing that this is part of God’s working for justice. From cops to federal prosecutors, all these human agents
are God’s ministers of justice and righteousness (Romans 13). And when bad things happen to bad people, this
is probably part of God’s plan.  

A very important point here is how the psalmist responds. He prays for God to do something. So often
we hear of injustice in the world, and do nothing, not even pray. At least God wants to work thru us via our
prayers. God wants us to care enough to at least pray. Of course, if you have some means or ability that he has
given you, he wants you to do something, even if it’s just sending money for a just cause (e.g.,  supporting
missionaries  in  third  world  countries  who  minister  to  the  poor  and  oppressed,  doing  something  in  a
governmental capacity to help others, or thousands of other things). The church fails to be salt and light not only
by not doing what it can, but more so by not praying, and not caring enough to pray. We also need to study the
Bible and church history, and discern our God-given gifts, so we can better understand how to respond. 

This  is  not  just  an abstraction,  but  we should  be praying about  situations  and events  in  the  world,
especially those that trouble us. We need to pray more for problems that affect those around us and ourselves,
too. We may not understand why God allows some things to happen. But we are to have the mind of Christ (1
Cor. 2:16). This means we have access, via the Holy Spirit and God’s Word, to how God feels, what he cares
about, what is important to him, or what is close to his heart. What is close to his heart should be close to our
hearts, too. We are to think in a godly and God-like manner. These are important elements in developing a
closer walk with God. 

So in regard to evil and suffering, we should be angry about evil, have compassion for the suffering, and
desire justice enough to pray about it and do something about it. We should pray for God to bring justice, to
help  and comfort  the  suffering,  and bring  about  the  repentance  and/or  judgment  of  the  wicked.  When  we
personally suffer, we are to have a humble Christ-like attitude that seeks to glorify God and to grow spiritually
from the process of suffering (James 1, Rom. 8:28). More generally, we need to adopt priorities in our daily
lives and habits that reflect God’s priorities. 

It is not enough to just question God as to why a specific injustice is happening. God has perhaps laid
that as a burden on your heart, and he wants you to pray or do something about it. When Christians see injustice
in the world, God wants them to respond. When we seriously wonder where God is when we see injustice and
suffering, two considerations are in order: (1) If God didn’t care, then where do your feelings of concern come
from, unless God had granted you the conscience or sensitivity to perceive it and to be concerned about it? and
(2)  If  you  perceive  an  injustice,  why aren’t  you praying  or  doing  something  about  it,  in  accordance  withS



teachings of Scripture to be salt and light, and to stand up for truth and justice? 
Finally, we have to deal with personal disillusionment due to suffering we’ve been thru or have seen

others go thru. This is often due to wrong expectations we have toward God, or a superficial understanding of
the spiritual role of trials in believers’ lives and God’s purposes in trials (James 1). When we suffer, we need to
pray not just for God’s comfort and help, but to personally be able to experience his love and comfort. This may
mean praying to break down spiritual barriers of disillusionment, or overly self-centered expectations for God
to automatically deliver us from difficult situations when we pray. When we have doubts, we need to wrestle in
prayer and discuss them honestly with God, as the writer of Psalm 10 does [v1, v13]. Maybe we need to ask
God,  “Where  were  you  when  I  was  suffering  earlier”  or  “Where  are  you  now  as  I  go  thru  my  current
difficulties” or “Where are you when so many people in ____ are suffering from ____ right now?” If we wrestle
with God (honestly and respectfully) and with a desire to understand him better, we may or may not have a
better personal or theological understanding of the matter, but we will get closer to the heart of God. Finally, we
sometimes become discouraged like this because we pray and don’t get what we ask for, or don’t get it within
the time we expect it, or in the way we expect it. This of course results from wrong and self-focused spiritual
attitudes.
  

2. Discussion questions. 

a. God, where are you in the world? 
What problem does the writer express to God? What specific problems of the wicked does he describe

throughout this psalm – behaviors, attitudes, how the innocent are affected, etc.? What is the attitude of the
wicked toward God? Toward their sin? Toward those whom they hurt?

What larger problem does the writer specifically have with God? What kinds of doubts does he express
toward God? [e.g., v1, v13] Why are such dark, deep doubts expressed in Scripture? Why are they here in a
worship song?  Why would God allow such doubts to be expressed in his word? 

Do you become spiritually disillusioned or discouraged by turmoil, problems, evil or injustice you see in
the world, or among those around you? Explain. Why does this confuse us as believers? Do they make you
doubtful or confused about God? Do these negative feelings affect your relationship, your closeness, with God?
Explain. 

What do we need to realize about God? [v12-17]  How does the psalmist  respond in v12-17? Why
should we respond by praying like this? How can you pray like this? How can this be helpful to you? 

b. God, where are you in my life?
When you personally face suffering or difficulties, how does this affect your view of God? Explain and

give specific examples. Does it make you bitter or distrustful toward God? Does it make it harder for you to
pray? To get closer to God? Does it mean God has left you, doesn’t care anymore, etc.? Even after your period
of difficulty is over, do you still, deep down, have distrustful feelings or doubts toward God? 

According to the first few verses of James 1, what is the purpose of trials or difficulties in our lives?
According to this psalm, what do you need to realize about God when you go thru difficulties? [v12-17] How
can you pray accordingly for your own situation? 

Do you feel discouraged or doubtful toward God when he doesn’t give you what you pray for? For what
reasons might he not seem to be answering your prayers? What are your expectations of God when you ask for
something? Are your prayers self-focused or God-focused? For example, have you been praying for a spouse /
boyfriend / girlfriend? Why might God not be sending you what you want? What should be the focus of your
prayers? What does he want you to learn instead while you’re single? 
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c. Closer to God’s heart. 
What  does  this  psalm  say  about  God’s  attitude  toward  the  oppressed,  toward  those  in  need  or  in

suffering? Toward the ungodly and evil-doers? What do we need to realize,  according to v12-17 regarding
injustice we see in the world and around us? 

What does it mean for us to “have the mind of Christ”?  [1 Cor. 2:16]  Or as some describe it, to know
or discern God’s heart? When it comes to suffering (among ourselves or others in the world), what is important
to God’s heart? What answers does this psalm give about what God cares about and thinks about? 

How should  we respond then  to  suffering  and injustice  in  the  world?  How would God want  us to
respond? Why does he want us to pray or do something, instead of him directly acting on his own? Are we
disobedient Christians if we don’t do anything? If we don’t pray? Think of a specific example, and discuss the
ways you can pray about it, and what Christians can do about it. 

Does that mean you are to try to save the world or fix the world’s problems yourself/yourselves? What
is the first priority? What happens if you try to do to much yourself? If prayer isn’t your main priority? Why is
it also important to study the Scriptures about this more (and to learn from church history – how Christians in
the past have responded)?

Imagine a romantic or marital relationship; in such a relationship, what does it mean for one person to
know the other person’s heart or mind? How about for us and God? How are we to know God’s heart or mind?
How would that change our lives? Apart from the issue of injustice, what is important to God’s heart for your
daily life? In your prayer life and personal spiritual life? In your relationships with others? 

3. Prayer time. 
This study especially requires ample time for prayer. Here are some things to pray about.

Repenting of our shallowness in these areas
Lack of prayer for those in need, those undergoing suffering in the world
Lack of prayer for those around us
Lack of humility and prayerful response to our own difficulties

Repenting of selfish attitudes
Lack of concern for others, especially those who are worse off than ourselves
Selfish and improper expectations toward God 
Self-focused attitudes like self-pity, envy, etc. when we face trials, rather than God-centered attitudes 
Not willing to learn spiritual lessons from trials
Not thinking from a divine, long-term, God-focused perspective in our lives, or regarding problems in the
world
Not thinking about glorifying God and God glorifying himself thru your trials
Not thinking according to God’s priorities in our daily lives
Not trying to understand what is important to God

Sharing and praying for others in the fellowship who face trials and difficulties
Praying past (unjustified) disillusionment toward God due to past difficulties, wrong expectations, etc.
Praying thru other spiritual barriers between you and God
Praying for a specific problem or case of injustice in the world around you  [It shouldn’t be hard at all to find a few
important matters to pray for – somethings that’s actually important or troublesome to group members.] 

For God’s comforting, sustaining, and delivering those in need
For God’s comforting, sustaining, and delivering his believers
For God to use the situation to touch people’s hearts and convert them
For Christians to respond and minister to people
For repentance of the ungodly
For God’s judgment and punishment on the ungodly 
For God to use people, including us, to do something about the situation
For God to glorify himself in the situation; 
for God to ultimately use the situation for his good and his purposes
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